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ABSTRACT

Ariel Akustika Romansa, 2026: “ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ ERROR IN
CONSTRUCTING COMPLEX SENTENCE IN ESSAY WRITING OF
FOURTH SEMESTER STUDENTSAT UIN IMAM BONJOL PADANG”

This study aims to analyze students’ errors in constructing complex sentences in
comparative essay writing. Complex sentences play an essential role in academic
writing because they enable writers to express logical relationships between ideas,
such as cause, contrast, condition, and time. However, many EFL students still
encounter difficulties in forming grammatically accurate complex sentences. This
research employed a qualitative document analysis design. The data were collected
from comparative essays written by fourth-semester students of the English Tadris
Department at UIN Imam Bonjol Padang in the academic year 2025. The data were
analyzed using the interactive model proposed by Miles, Huberman, and Saldaña
(2014), which includes data condensation, data display, and conclusion drawing.
The findings reveal that students produced various types of errors in constructing
complex sentences. The most dominant error was fused sentences, followed by
missing subjects and missing verbs. These errors indicate that students still have
difficulties in distinguishing independent and dependent clauses, using appropriate
subordinating conjunctions, and applying correct punctuation. Although students
demonstrate basic understanding of sentence components, their ability to integrate
clauses accurately remains limited. In conclusion, the results suggest that grammar
instruction should be more explicitly integrated into writing practice to enhance
students’ syntactic accuracy and overall academic writing proficiency.

Keywords: Complex sentences, Error analysis, Essay writing, Comparative essay



viii

ABSTRAK

Ariel Akustika Romansa, 2026: “ANALYSIS OF STUDENTS’ ERROR IN
CONSTRUCTING COMPLEX SENTENCE IN ESSAY WRITING OF
FOURTH SEMESTER STUDENTSAT UIN IMAM BONJOL PADANG”

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis kesalahan siswa dalam menyusun
kalimat kompleks pada penulisan esai perbandingan. Kalimat kompleks
memainkan peran penting dalam penulisan akademik karena memungkinkan
penulis untuk mengekspresikan hubungan logis antara ide-ide, seperti sebab,
perbandingan, kondisi, dan waktu. Namun, banyak siswa EFL masih mengalami
kesulitan dalam membentuk kalimat kompleks yang secara gramatikal akurat.
Penelitian ini menggunakan desain analisis dokumen kualitatif. Data dikumpulkan
dari esai perbandingan yang ditulis oleh mahasiswa semester empat Program Studi
Tadris Bahasa Inggris di UIN Imam Bonjol Padang pada tahun akademik 2025.
Data dianalisis menggunakan model interaktif yang diusulkan oleh Miles,
Huberman, dan Saldaña (2014), yang meliputi pengkondensasian data, penyajian
data, dan penarikan kesimpulan. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa mahasiswa
menghasilkan berbagai jenis kesalahan dalam menyusun kalimat kompleks.
Kesalahan yang paling dominan adalah kalimat yang digabungkan, diikuti oleh
subjek yang hilang dan kata kerja yang hilang. Kesalahan-kesalahan ini
menunjukkan bahwa mahasiswa masih mengalami kesulitan dalam membedakan
klausa independen dan dependen, menggunakan konjungsi subordinatif yang tepat,
dan menerapkan tanda baca yang benar. Meskipun mahasiswa menunjukkan
pemahaman dasar tentang komponen kalimat, kemampuan mereka untuk
mengintegrasikan klausa secara akurat masih terbatas. Kesimpulannya, hasil
penelitian menyarankan agar pengajaran tata bahasa lebih eksplisit diintegrasikan
ke dalam praktik menulis untuk meningkatkan akurasi sintaksis siswa dan
kemampuan menulis akademik secara keseluruhan.

Keywords: Complex sentences, Error analysis, Essay writing, Comparative essay
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Writing is an essential skill in academic contexts because it enables

learners to communicate complex ideas, organize arguments logically, and

demonstrate critical thinking through structured text production. Academic

writing goes beyond mere sentence formation it requires both syntactic

accuracy and textual complexity so that the content is not only

grammatically correct but also academically meaningful. In second

language (L2) contexts such as English as a Foreign Language (EFL)

classrooms, mastery of grammatical structures plays a crucial role in

determining the quality of students’ written texts, especially in academic

essays or research-based assignments.

A significant aspect of academic writing competence is the ability to

construct complex sentences, which consist of one independent clause and

one or more dependent clauses. These structures enable writers to express

relationships between ideas, including cause–effect, condition, contrast, and

elaboration, in a single sentence. Research in L2 writing indicates that the

use of complex sentences is associated with higher levels of syntactic

complexity and can correlate positively with writing quality when used

accurately. For instance, Subekti (2024) found that although students

produced a relatively large number of complex sentences in their essays,


