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CHAPTER III 

WORD WATER (ماء) IN THE QURAN  

 

 

A. The Characteristic and Priviledge of Water in the Quran 

As found in Fath al Rahman, there are 62 times of word water (ماء) 

mentioning in the Quran.1 The verses is actually classified into some theme, like 

characteristic. The topic about characteristics of water is contained in 10 verses. this 

step is done by following the method of tafsir maudhu’i in Zulheldi’s book. The 

first step is determining the theme which is water choosen in this discussion.  

Next step after determining theme, the writer has grouped that theme water 

based on its term in the Quran, that is "ماء". Word maa’ in the Quran verses is 

strickly mentioned as a theme, so that it is collected using its own word (lafazh). 

Then, the writer attempts to classify the verse content in it and subsequently 

concludes that water has several characteristics in the Quran. All of water verses is 

detailed related to the characteristics so that they are compiled as the follows: 

Table 3.1 

Characteristics of water in the Quran 

No Surat Verse (Ayat) Characterictics 

1 QS. al Baqarah/2  74 Gliding (falling down) 

2 QS. ar Ra’du/13 14 Non-living thing 

3 QS. al Kahfi/18:  41 Absorbing thing 

4 QS. Al Mukminun/23  18 Settling thing in the earth 

5 QS. Al Mukminun/23 18 Able to disppear 

6 QS. al Furqan/25  48 Clean/pure thing 

                                                           
1 Muhammad Fuad Abd al Baqi, Fath al Rahman li Thalib Ayat al Quran, (Beirut: al 

Mathba’ah al Ahliyah, 1323), p. 420-421 
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7 

QS. al Waqiah/56 

QS. Abasa/80 

QS. al Qamar/54 

31 

25 

11 

Poured out of the sky 

8 QS. al Mulk/67  30 Able to dry (going down) 

9 QS. al Mulk/67 30 Able to flow 

10 QS. Al Haqqah/69 11 Able to go up to the high 

 

In this table, we could understand that there are 10 characterics of water in 

the Quran. The characteristics is found in 10 verses. They are QS. al Baqarah/2:74, 

QS. ar Ra’du/13: 14, QS. al Kahfi/18: 41, QS. Al Mukminun/23: 18, QS. al 

Furqan/25: 48, QS. al Waqiah/56: 31, QS. Abasa/80: 25, QS. al Qamar/54: 11, QS. 

al Mulk/67: 30, and QS. Al Haqqah/69: 11. The witter attempts to explain what the 

verse means as water characteristic in it. 

1. Gliding (Falling Down) (al Baqarah/2: 74) 

 

َّكَََّّثُم َّ َ ِّكََّفَهِِّ َٰل َّذَ ِّنَّۢبَعۡدِّ َّمِّنَََّّٱلِّۡۡجَارَةَِّّقَسَتَّۡقُلوُبُكُمَّم  َّۚٗوَإِن  َّقَسۡوَة  شَدُّ
َ
وَّۡأ
َ
أ

رَُّمِّنۡهََُّّٱلِّۡۡجَارَةَِّّ َّۚٗلمََاَّيَتَفَج  نهََٰۡرُ
َ
قَُّفَيَخۡرُجَُّمِّنۡهََُّّٱلۡۡ ق  َّمِّنۡهَاَّلمََاَّيشَ  َّۚٗوَإِن  َّوَإَِّٱلمَۡاءُٓ ن 

ِّهََّّشۡيَةَِّّمِّنۡهَاَّلمََاَّيَهۡبِّطَُّمِّنَّۡخََّ َُّوَمَاََّّٱلل  اَّتَعۡمَلوُنَََّّٱلل  ِّغََٰفِّلٍَّعَم    ٧٤ب
“Then your hearts hardened after that, so that they were like rocks, rather 

worse in hardness; and surely there are some rocks from which streams burst 

forth, and surely there are some of them which split asunder so water issues out 

of them, and surely there are some of them which fall down for fear of Allah, 

and Allah is not at all heedless of what you do”(QS. al Baqarah/2:74) 
 

 The first character of water in the Quran found out through a parable of 

persistent of Israel Clan. Their heart is more arid and harsher from a stone 

emitting twelve springs.2 In the verse, water is understood that could fall down 

                                                           
2 Sayyid Quthb, Fi Zhilalil Quran, Trans. As’ad Yasin and Friend, (Beirut: Darusy Syuruq, 

1992), vol. 1, p. 96  
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through phrase “ ِ وَإِنَّ مِ  نۡهَا لمََا يهَۡبطُِ مِنۡ خَشۡيَةِ ٱللَّّ ”. The water which comes out of 

the spring is going to glide in whichever place it falls. It leads to the lower spot 

and spreads to the surroundings. 

2. Non-Living Thing (ar Ra’du/13: 14) 
 

One of living thing characteristics is irritability. A living creature could 

react toward changes arround it, such as light, moves, humidity, and temperature, 

yet non living thing couldn’t.3 For example, water will never flow to another 

spot if it is not moved by something else. The following verse mentions this in a 

parable: 

ََّّلََُۥ ِّ َّدَعۡوَةُ ِّينََّوَََّّٱلَۡۡق  ِّهََِّّّٱلَّ  َّمِّنَّدُون ََّّۦيدَۡعُونَ َّإِّلَ  ءٍ ِّشََۡ َّب َّلهَُم يبُونَ َّيسَۡتَجِّ لََ
يۡهَِّّإِّلَََّ َّكَف  طِّ ِّبََٰلِّغِّهََِّّّٱلمَۡاءَِّّٓكَبََٰسِّ َبۡلُغََّفاَهَُّوَمَاَّهُوََّب َّلِِّ َٰفِّرِّينََّوَمَاَّدُعََءََُّّٓٗۦۚ كَ

ََِّّّٱلۡ َّإ لَ 
َّضَلََٰلَّٖ   ١٤فِِّ

“To Him is due the true prayer; and those whom they pray to besides 

Allah give them no answer, but (they are) like one who stretches forth his two 

hands towards water that it may reach his mouth, but it will not reach it; and the 

prayer of the unbelievers is only in error” (QS. ar Ra’du/13: 14) 
 

The same way to verse above, water characteristic in this verse is implied 

in a parable. The verse explains that the people worships statue will never be 

answered of what he asks. Parable is available in sentence “ سِطِ كَفَّيۡهِ إلِىَ ٱلۡمَا   ءِ كَبََٰ

لِغِه لِيَبۡلغَُ فَاهُ وَمَا هُوَ   meaning like one who stretches forth his two hands towards ,”بِبََٰ

water that it may reach his mouth, but it will not reach it. However, the water is 

                                                           
3 Ibn Mas’ud and Joko Paryono, Ilmu Alamiah Dasar, (Bandung: CV Pustaka Setia, 1998), 

p. 113  



45 
 

 

a non living thing which could not feel holding hand.4 It is not able to do anything 

except by its God permission. 

3. Absorbing Thing (al Kahfi/18: 41) 

 

This verse indicates that water could infiltrate into the ground. It is 

exactly the lake does to distribute the water on earth surface to other places.5 The 

verse mentions: 

وَّۡ
َ
يعََّلََََُّّأ اَّفَلَنَّتسَۡتَطِّ اََّّۥيصُۡبِّحََّمَاؤٓهَُاَّغَوۡر    ٤١طَلَب 

“Or its waters should sink down into the ground so that you are unable 

to find it” (QS. al Kahfi/18: 41) 

 

The saying “or its waters should sink down into the ground” describes 

that water could be absorbed into the ground. This occurs for a conversation 

about disaster inflicted to unbeliever from the sky as told in the previous verse. 

Then, the unbeliever garden could not be irrigated anymore and he must dig 

hardly to irrigate his garden.6  

4. Settling Thing in The Earth (al Mukminun/23: 18) 

 

Water is a liquid thing found on earth. The form could be in solid (ice), 

liquid (water), and gas (water vapor).7 This is stated in the verse below that water 

is able to settle in earth: 

                                                           
4 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, Tafsir al Maraghi, Trans. Anshori Umar Sitanggal and 

Friend, (Semarang: CV Toha Putra, 1974), v. 13, p. 142 
5 Indarto, Hidrologi: Dasar Teori dan Contoh Aplikasi Model Hidrologi, (Jakarta: Bumi 

Aksara, 2010), p. 9 
6  M. Quraish Shihab, Tafsir al Mishbah: Pesan, Kesan, dan Keserasian al Quran, (Jakarta: 

Lentera Hati, 2004), vol 8, p. 62 
7 Mochamad Sodiq, Ilmu Kealaman Dasar, (Jakarta: Kencana Prenadamedia Group, 2014), 

p. 44 
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نزَلۡۡاَ
َ
ََّّوَأ مَاءَِّّٓمِّنَ ََّّٱلس  َّفِِّ َٰهُ سۡكَن 

َ
َّفَأ ِّقَدَرٖ َّب ۢ رۡضِّ َّمَاءَٓ

َ
ِّهََِّّّٱلۡۡ َّب َّذَهَابِۢ َٰ

َّعََلَ َّۦوَإِن ا
رُونََّ   ١٨لَقََٰدِّ

“And We send down water from the cloud according to a measure, then 

We cause it to settle in the earth, and most surely We are able to carry it away” 

(QS. Al Mukminun/23: 18) 

 

هُ فيِ ٱلۡۡرَۡضِ “  means that Allah Almighty settle (save) some the ”فَأسَۡكَنََّٰ

water for a short time on earth.8 This sentence indicates that water is a settling 

thing after sending it down from the sky. Surely, it settles for a certain time on 

earth. Through God power, water which is on earth really aids plants life. Also, 

in easing the process of living being life, God does not deliver water on the 

ground too deep so that it could be reached.9 The water settling in earth is 

understood for many needs of living being. 

5. Able to Disppear (al Mukminun/23: 18) 

 

نزَلۡۡاَ
َ
ََّّوَأ مَاءَِّّٓمِّنَ ََّّٱلس  َّفِِّ َٰهُ سۡكَن 

َ
َّفَأ ِّقَدَرٖ َّب ۢ رۡضِّ َّمَاءَٓ

َ
ِّهََِّّّٱلۡۡ َّب َّذَهَابِۢ َٰ

َّعََلَ َّۦوَإِن ا
رُونََّ   ١٨لَقََٰدِّ

“And We send down water from the cloud according to a measure, then 

We cause it to settle in the earth, and most surely We are able to carry it away” 

(QS. Al Mukminun/23: 18) 

 

On the contrary, the verse indicates that water could disappear. Phrase 

دِرُونَ  وَإِنَّا  means that Allah Almighty has authority to carry away عَلىََٰ ذهََابِِۢ بهِۦِ لَقََٰ

water from earth. Both of water characteristic in QS. al Mukminun/23: 18 

                                                           
8 M. Quraish Shihab, op.cit., vol. 9, p. 173 
9 Abdurrahman bin Nashir al Sa’di, Taisir al Karim ar Rahman fi Tafsir Kalam al Manan, 

Trans. Muhammd Iqbal and Friend, (Jakarta: Darul Haq, 2014), vol. 5, p. 19 - 20 
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informs natural science about water cycle on earth.10 The cycle requires water to 

settle in earth, then go up to the air (disappear from earth surface). 

6. Clean/Pure Thing (al Furqan/25: 48) 

 

ِّيََّّٓوَهُوََّ ََّّٱلَّ  رسَۡلَ
َ
ِّيََٰحََّأ َّرحََۡۡتِّهََِّّّٱلر  َّيدََيۡ َّبَيَۡۡ اۢ َّبشَُۡ ََّّٗۦۚ َّمِّنَ نزَلۡۡاَ

َ
مَاءَِّّٓوَأ ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 

اَّ   ٤٨طَهُور 
“And He it is Who sends the winds as good news before His mercy; and 

We send down pure water from the cloud” (QS. al Furqan/25: 48) 

 

Word “طَهُورٗا” is derived from “طهر” thahura habitually meaning pure. 

This term contains hyperbole so that has meaning of very pure. The fact inform 

us that water sent dowm from the sky is very pure as its first condition. It is also 

free of germs and polution, though the time it is sent down might bring a thing 

or atom in the air. The water, nevertheless, is still clean and able to purifying 

most of the unclean. 11 The clean water will support living creature life. 

7. Poured Out of The Sky (Abasa/80: 25, al Qamar/54: 11) 

 

َّٓ َٰبَََّّفَفَتَحۡنَا بوَۡ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ نۡهَمِّرََّّٖٱلس  ِّمَاءَّٖٓمُّ   ١١ب

“So We opened the gates of the cloud with water pouring” (QS. al 

Qamar/54: 11) 

 

نۡهَمِر  implies one caharacteristic of water, that is pouring. The water بمَِا ءٖ مُّ

pours from the cloud to the earth. Hence, living being is able to benefit the water 

as its function. 

ن اَّصَبَبۡنَاَّ 
َ
اََّّٱلمَۡاءََّٓأ   ٢٥صَب  

“That We pour down the water, pouring (it) down in abundance” (QS. 

Abasa/80: 25) 

                                                           
10 M. Quraish Shihab, op.cit., vol. 9, p. 173 - 174 
11 Ibid, vol. 9, p. 497 
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 As quoted from Sayyid Quthub commentary that water is poured in way of 

rain.12 Every mandkind knows that water pouring is a must for it is a hakikat 

happened in every surrounding of the world. They recognize it through their 

knowledge in any level. This undertanding bring us to conclude a characteristic 

of pouring water from the sky. 

8. Able to Dry (Going Down) (al Mulk/67: 30) 

عِّينَِّۢ  ِّمَاءَّٖٓم  تِّيكُمَّب
ۡ
اَّفَمَنَّيأَ صۡبَحََّمَاؤٓكُُمَّۡغَوۡر 

َ
رءََيۡتُمَّۡإِّنَّۡأ

َ
  ٣٠قُلَّۡأ

“Say: Have you considered if your water should go down, who is it then 

that will bring you flowing water?” (QS. al Mulk/67: 30) 

 

 means that water could be dry if God want it. The water becomes غَوۡرٗا

dry to give a lesson to mandkid that He is the only who bring the flowing water. 

9. Able to Flow (al Mulk/67: 30, al Waqiah/56: 31) 

 

سۡكُوبَّٖ   ٣١وَمَاءَّٖٓم 

“And water flowing constantly” (QS. al Waqiah/56: 31) 

 

Maa’im maskub here means flowing water for right hand companions. 

This kind of water is such a sustenance for them. 

 

رءََيۡتُمَّۡإِّنَّۡ 
َ
عِّينَِّۢقُلَّۡأ ِّمَاءَّٖٓم  تِّيكُمَّب

ۡ
اَّفَمَنَّيأَ صۡبَحََّمَاؤٓكُُمَّۡغَوۡر 

َ
  ٣٠أ

“Say: Have you considered if your water should go down, who is it then 

that will bring you flowing water?” (QS. al Mulk/67: 30) 

 

عِينِِۢ   means a flowing water told to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) that مَا ءٖ مَّ

Allah Almighty flows water if it has been dry. 

10. Able to Go Up to The High (al Haqqah/69: 11) 

 

                                                           
12 Ibid, vol. 15 p. 71  
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اَّطَغَاََّّإِّن ا ََّّٱلمَۡاءَُّٓلمَ    ١١َّٱلَۡۡارِّيَةَِّّحََۡلۡنََٰكُمَّۡفِِّ
“Surely We bore you up in the ship when the water rose high” (QS. Al 

Haqqah/69: 11) 

 

After classifying verse content about the characteristic, the writer has 

found in entire 62 verses that the word “ماء” also indicates its privilege through 

some verses, that is: 

Table 3.2 

  Priviledges of water in the Quran 

No Surat Verse (Ayat) Priviledge 

1 QS. Hud/11 7 God ‘arsy is on water 

2 QS. Al A’raf/7  50 Water is one of sustenances form 

 

In this table, we could understand that there are 2 priviledges of water in 

the Quran. The priviledges is found in 2 verses. They are QS. Hud/11 and QS. 

Al A’raf/7. The writter attemps to summarizes what the verse means related to 

the priviledges.  

1. Its Privilege: God ‘arsy is on water (Hud/11: 7) 

 

ِّيَّوَهُوََّ ََّّٱلَّ  مََٰوََٰتَِّّخَلقََ رۡضََّوَََّّٱلس 
َ
َّعَرشُۡهََُّّٱلۡۡ َّوَكََنَ ي امٖ

َ
َّأ ت ةِّ َّسِّ ََّّۥفِِّ َّٱلمَۡاءَِّّٓعََلَ

َّ بۡعُوثوُنََّمِّنَّۢبَعۡدِّ هَّوَلَئِّنَّقُلتََّۡإِّن كُمَّم 
حۡسَنَُّعَمَلٗ 

َ
يُّكُمَّۡأ

َ
َبۡلوَُكُمَّۡأ َّٱلمَۡوۡتَِّّلِِّ
َّ ِّينََّلََِقُولَن  َّكَفَرُوٓاَّْإِّنَّۡهََٰذَآَّإََِّّّٱلَّ  بِّيََّّٞۡلَ  حۡرَّٞمُّ   ٧سِّ

“And He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six periods-- and 

His dominion (extends) on the water-- that He might manifest to you, which of 

you is best in action, and if you say, surely you shall be raised up after death, 

those who disbelieve would certainly say: This is nothing but clear magic” (QS. 

Hud/11: 7) 

 

Word (عرش) ‘arsy in etimology means seat of king throne. Formerly, it 

implies something which is roofed. The throne of king is named ‘arys because 
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the seat is high compared to other seats. This word is ussually realized as power 

or knowledge. 

His saying, (وكان عرشها على الماء) wa kana ‘arysuha ‘alal ma’i is 

understood by ulama as its real meaning. Thahir Ibnu Asyur, for example, 

comprehends ‘arsy as a huge creature that had been created before earth and sky 

invention. Thus, this verse indicates that water had been created before earth and 

sky creation. In fact, some experts infer that water or vapor is material of earth 

and sky creation. A lot of ulama grasp part of verse above as majazi meaning, 

that is power and knowledge of Allah Almighty including every single thing. 

Thabathaba’i said that the part of verse above means His power which at that 

time is on the water, whereas water is life source.13 

It is briefly explained that water has at least two privileges, first that the 

water is availabe before earth and sky creation. The fact shows essencial value 

of water as creature of God. Second, water is comprehended that God power is 

on it.    

2. Its Privilege: Water is one of sustenances form (al A’raf/7: 50) 
 

صۡحََٰبََُّّوَناَدَى َّ
َ
صۡحََٰبَََّّٱلۡ ارَِّّأ

َ
َّْعَلَيۡنَاَّمِّنَََّّٱلَۡۡن ةَِّّأ فِّيضُوا

َ
نَّۡأ
َ
اََّّٱلمَۡاءَِّّٓأ وَّۡمِّم 

َ
أ

َّۚٗرَزَقكَُمَُّ ُ ََّّٱلل  ََّقاَلوُٓاَّْإِّن  ََّّٱلل  مَهُمَاَّعََلَ َٰفِّرِّينََّحَر  كَ
  ٥٠َّٱلۡ

“And the inmates of the fire shall call out to the dwellers of the garden, 

saying: Pour on us some water or of that which Allah has given you. They shall 

say: Surely Allah has prohibited them both to the unbelievers” (QS. Al A’raf/7: 

50) 

                                                           
13 Ibid, vol 6, p. 194 - 195 
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As mentioned in the verse, water is given by Allah Almighty to 

dwellwers of the garden (heaven). The inmates of the fire (hell) beg to heaven 

dwellers to pour lots of water, eventhough they only need a little water. Pouring 

water is a sustenance (rizqi) from God ascertained by phrase ( ا مِنَ ٱلۡمَا ءِ أوَۡ مِمَّ

 ُ  ,The water becomes sutenance because some difficulties: first .(رَزَقكَُمُ ٱللَّّ

distance of between hell and heaven is so far. Second, the weather is very warm. 

Third, fire has hazardous flaming which is is poured by a little water, it must be 

evaporated.14 This condition, accordingly, shows the privilege of water which 

needs struggle to get it. 

B. The Usefulness of Water in the Quran 

According to Zulheldi, after collecting the Quran verses about the theme we 

discuss, we need to classify the verses having same meaning.15 In this context, the 

writer try to classify through understanding of verse dirctly, understanding of 

translation, and understanding of exegesis book. Then, the writer makes the detail 

of this understanding and find out that the water has some usefulness or function in 

the Quran. Of course, this usefulness is taken from the word water (ماء) existed in 

Fath al Rahman. 

In fact, water has approximately five functions in the Quran. One of water 

usefulness is a medium for rewarding and punishing of mandkind deed. As a 

punishment, water is mentioned to be boiling water in hell (QS. Muhammad/47: 

15), prohibited thing in hell (QS. al A’raf/7: 50), flood (QS. Hud/11: 43), given to 

                                                           
14 Ibid., vol. 5, p. 111  
15 Zulheldi, 6 Langkah Metode Tafsir Maudhu’i, (Depok: RajaGrafindo Persada, 2017), p. 

64 - 68  
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unjust (dzalim) people (QS. Hud/11:44), given water like molten brass (QS. Al 

Kahfi/18: 29) and given festering water (QS. Ibrahim/14: 16). On the other hand, 

water as a reward is like drinking of abundant water (QS. Al Jinn/72: 16) and water 

that does not alter (QS. Muhammad/47: 15). 

Table 3.3 

Water as Medium for Rewarding and Punishing of Mandkind Deed 

No Water usefulness Aspect Surat Verse/Ayat 

1 Medium for 

Rewarding and 

Punishing of 

Mandkind Deed 

Reward QS. Al Jinn/72 16 

QS. Muhammad/47 15 

Punishment QS. Muhammad/47 15 

QS. al A’raf/7 50 

QS. Hud/11 43 

QS. Hud/11 44 

QS. Al Kahfi/18 29 

QS. Ibrahim/14 16 

 

There are 7 verses that indicates water as a reward and punishment. The 

seven verses are in six surat. Furthermore, other usefulness of water (for living 

creature and earth) the writer found is summarized by some following points, they 

are: first, usefulness of Water in agriculture field; second, usefulness of water for 

earth; third, usefulness of water for human; fourth, usefulness of water fo basic 

material of living being creation. 

1. Usefulness of Water in Agriculture Field  

Table 3.4 

Usefulness of Water in Agriculture Field 
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No Water 

Usefulness 

Aspect Surat Verse 

(Ayat) 

1 

Usefulness of 

Water in 

Agriculture 

Field 

Producing 

Various 

Fruits 

QS. al Baqarah/2 22 

QS. al A’raf/7 57 

QS. Ibrahim/14 32 

QS. Fathir/35 27 

Growing 

Various 

Plants 

QS. Al An’am/6 99 

QS. Ar Ra’du/13 4 

QS. Al Kahfi/18 45 

QS. Taha/20 53 

QS. Al Hajj/22 5 

QS. An Naml/27 60 

QS. Luqman/31 10 

QS. Az Zumar/39 21 

QS. Qaf/50 9 

QS. An Naziat/79 31 

Growing 

Plants to be 

Food of 

Human and 

Cattle 

QS. Yunus/10 24 

QS. As Sajdah/32 27 

Fertilizing 

Plants to 

Shepherd 

Cattle 

QS. An Nahl/16 10 

 

 This table shows us that there are four aspect of water usefulness in 

agriculture field. They are, first; producing various fruits (QS. al Baqarah/2: 22, 

QS. al A’raf/7: 57, QS. Ibrahim/14: 32, and QS. Fathir/35: 27). Second, growing 
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various plants (QS. Al An’am/6: 99, QS. Ar Ra’du/13: 4, QS. Al Kahfi/18: 45, 

QS. Taha/20: 53, QS. Al Hajj/22: 5, QS. An Naml/27: 60, QS. Luqman/31: 10, 

QS. Az Zumar/39: 21, QS. Qaf/50: 9, and QS. An Naziat/79: 31). Third, growing 

plants to be food of human and cattle (QS. Yunus/10: 24 and QS. As Sajdah/32: 

27). Fourth, fertilizing plants to shepherd cattle (QS. An Nahl/16: 10). 

a. Producing Various Fruits  

Fruit is produced by plants through water availability arround it. 

Since, soil circumstance (water availability) affects the growth of plant.16 

Water is necessray in optimazing the plants crop. There are many of the Quran 

verse describing usefulness of water in producing various fruit.  

1) al Baqarah/2: 22 

ِّي رۡضََّمَُّجَعَلََّلكَََُّّٱلَّ 
َ
اَّوَََّّٱلۡۡ مَاءََّٓفِّرََٰش  نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلس 

َ
َّوَأ ِّنَاءٓ  مَاءَِّّٓب ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 

ِّهَِّّ َّب خۡرَجَ
َ
ََّّۦفَأ نتُمََّّۡٱلث مَرََٰتَِّّمِّنَ

َ
َّوَأ ا ندَاد 

َ
َّأ ِّ َّللِّ  ْ َّتََعَۡلوُا َّفلََٗ َّل كُمۡۖۡ ا رِّزۡق 

  ٢٢تَعۡلَمُونََّ
“Who made the earth a resting place for you and the heaven a 

canopy and (Who) sends down rain from the cloud then brings forth with 

it subsistence for you of the fruits; therefore do not set up rivals to Allah 

while you know” (QS. al Baqarah/2: 22) 

 

The earth is a coverlay so that suitable for human dwelling, 

business place, and growing the plant. Human lives in earth by favors of 

rain sent down from the cloud and savors what earth produces in the form 

of various food and others. Every that provision of God is managed 

                                                           
16 Zuliana Rahmawati, 50 Reaksi Biologi, (Jakarta: Nectar, 2012), p. 64 
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carefully for living being.17 The food needed by mandkind in this verse is 

fruit. 

2) al A’raf/7: 57  

 

ِّيَّوَهُوََّ لََُّّٱلَّ  ِّيََٰحََّيرُسِّۡ َّيدََيَّۡرحََۡۡتِّهََِّّّٱلر  اَّۢبَيَۡۡ َّبشَُۡ قَل تَّۡسَحَََّّۡۦۖ
َ
َّإِّذَآَّأ اب اَّحَتَّ  

ِّهَِّّ نزَلۡۡاََّب
َ
ِّتَّٖفَأ ي  َلَََّٖم  َّسُقۡنََٰهَُّلِِّ

ِّقَالَ  ِّهََِّّّٱلمَۡاءََّٓث خۡرجَۡنَاَّب
َ
ََّّۦفَأ ِّ

َّلث مَرََٰتِّ َّٱمِّنَّكُ 
ِّكََّنُُۡرِّجَُّ رُونَََّّمَّۡلَعَل كََُّّٱلمَۡوۡتَََّٰكَذََٰل   ٥٧تذََك 

“And He it is Who sends forth the winds bearing good news before 

His mercy, until, when they bring up a laden cloud, We drive it to a dead 

land, then We send down water on it, then bring forth with it of fruits of 

all kinds; thus shall We bring forth the dead that you may be mindful” (QS. 

al A’raf/7: 57) 

 

God has send down water from the clouds. Every water delivered 

to the earth is in certain measure. Afterward, various kind of fruits come 

out of the ground in its measure to. Every single process of this nature 

occurs automatically based on rule of nature by God willing and His 

measure.18 The measure of fruits is also given to human as their needs 

3) Ibrahim/14: 32  

 

َُّ ِّيَّٱلل  مََٰوََٰتَِّّخَلقََََّّٱلَّ  رۡضََّوَََّّٱلس 
َ
نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلۡۡ

َ
مَاءَِّّٓوَأ ِّهََِّّّٱلس  خۡرَجََّب

َ
َّفَأ َّۦمَاءٓ 

رََّلكَُمََُّّٱلث مَرََٰتَِّّمِّنََّ اَّل كُمَّۡۖۡوسََخ  ََّّٱلۡفُلۡكََّرِّزۡق  جَۡرِّيََّفِِّ مََّّۡٱلَِۡحۡرَِّّلِِّ
َ
ِّأ َِّّب َّرِّه َّۡۦۖ

رََّلكَُمَُّ نهََٰۡرََّوسََخ 
َ
  ٣٢َّٱلۡۡ

“Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth and sent down 

water from the clouds, then brought forth with it fruits as a sustenance for 

you, and He has made the ships subservient to you, that they might run 

their course in the sea by His command, and He has made the rivers 

subservient to you” (QS. Ibrahim/14: 32) 

                                                           
17 Mahmud Syaltut, Tafsir al Quran Karim: Pendekatan Syaltut dalam Menggali Esensi al 

Quran, Trans. Hossein Bahreisj, (Bandung: CV Diponegoro, 1989), p. 145 
18 M. Quraish Shihab, op.cit., vol. 4, p. 326 - 327  
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Hamka says that how negligent and forgetting the creatures toward 

their God is, even doing syirik, the rain is still sent down which swells 

earth, and produces fruitful tree. The mandkind just pick that fruit. 

Therefore, mandkind life depends on rain fertilizing earth which produces 

food for human and cattle. Considerable dangerous impact will inflict a 

land if long drought happens causing hunger and death. 19 Thus, the plant 

producing fruit will be picked by human after sending down water to earth  

4) Fathir/35: 27  

 

لمََّۡ
َ
ََّّأ ن 

َ
ََّترَََّأ نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلل 

َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ِّهََِّّّٱلس  خۡرجَۡنَاَّب

َ
َّفَأ َٰنُهَََّّمَاءٓ  لۡوَ

َ
ۡتَلِّفًاَّأ َّۚٗثَمَرََٰتَّٖمُُّّ ا

بَالَِّّوَمِّنََّ َٰنُهَاَّوغََرَابِّيبَُّسُودََّّٞٱلِّۡۡ وَ
لۡ
َ
ۡتَلِّفٌَّأ   ٢٧جُدَدَُّۢبِّيضَّٞوحَُۡۡرَّٞمُُّّ

“Do you not see that Allah sends down water from the cloud, then 

We bring forth therewith fruits of various colors; and in the mountains are 

streaks, white and red, of various hues and (others) intensely black?” (QS. 

Fathir/35: 27) 

 

نهَُا خۡتلَِفاً ألَۡوََٰ تٖ مُّ ۚٗفَأخَۡرَجۡنَا بهِۦِ ثمََرََٰ  means in cause of water pouring from 

the sky as rain, the ground becomes fertilized and everything is alive. For 

instance, a lot of fruits types comes out from earth. Thera are various kinds 

of fruit, like apple, pomegranate, grappe, date palm, durian, rambutan, 

mangosteen, duku, langsat, coconut, jackfruit, cempedak, orange, starfruit, 

sapodilla, soursop, avocado, and the hundreds other. Also, some of them 

is like nuts, corn, wheat, rice, sweet potatoes, tubers, yam stems, carrot, 

                                                           
19 Hamka, Tafsir al Azhar, (Jakarta: Pustaka Panjimas, 1982), v. 13, p. 149 
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pumpkin, cucumber, pariah, fennel, pepper, and many other. All of such 

the creaturea are earth savings in it. The saving will never come out if earth 

is unswelling and water is not sent down.20     

b. Growing Various Plants  

Water is necessary for plant because it becomes main material of cell 

protoplasm. Besides, water is essencial component for photosynthesis and  

assimilation transporting in plant body. The number of water usage in plant 

has correlation with biomass production and it is partially absorbed then 

evaporates through stomata (transpiration process).21 

1) al An’am/6: 99  

ِّيََّّٓوَهُوََّ نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلَّ 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ِّهََِّّّٱلس  خۡرجَۡنَاَّب

َ
َّفَأ خۡرجَۡنَاََّّمَاءٓ 

َ
ءَّٖفَأ َّشََۡ ِّ

نَبَاتََّكُ 
َّ َّوَمِّنَ ا اكِّب  تَََ َّمُّ ا َّحَب   َّمِّنۡهُ ۡرِّجُ

َّنُُّ ا َّخَضِِّ  َّقِّنۡوَانََّّٞٱلۡ خۡلَِّّمِّنۡهُ مِّنَّطَلۡعِّهَا
عۡنَابَّٖوََّ

َ
َّأ ِّنۡ َٰتَّٖم  َّوجََن  يۡتُونََّدَانِّيَةٞ َّمُتَشََٰبِّهٍٍَّۗٱلرَُّّوَََّّٱلز  َّوغََيَۡۡ ا َّمُشۡتَبِّه  انَ م 

َّْ ََِّّّٱنظُرُوٓا َّثَمَرِّه ثۡمَرََّوَيَنۡعِّهََِّّّۦَّٓإِّلَََٰ
َ
َّإِّذَآَّأ ِّقَوۡمَّٖيؤُۡمِّنُونَََّّۦٓۚٗ َٰلِّكُمَّۡلَأٓيََٰتَّٖل  َّذَ َّفِِّ إِّن 

٩٩  
“And He it is Who sends down water from the cloud, then We bring 

forth with it buds of all (plants), then We bring forth from it green (foliage) 

from which We produce grain piled up (in the ear); and of the palm-tree, 

of the sheaths of it, come forth clusters (of dates) within reach, and gardens 

of grapes and olives and pomegranates, alike and unlike; behold the fruit 

of it when it yields the fruit and the ripening of it; most surely there are 

signs in this for a people who believe” (QS. al An’am/6: 99) 

 

                                                           
20 Ibid., v. 22, p. 297 - 298 
21 D. Dwidjoseputro, Pengantar Fisiologi Tumbuhan, (Jakarta: Gramedia, 1984), p. 66 - 

106 
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Role of water could be seen from this verse in growing and 

producing everything like fruit. Either primitive or modern people has 

known this crucial role of life. Water is involved in causing ground being 

able to be overgrown. Moreover, water becomes one of indicators beside 

air in conditioning the ground to be friable.22 

2) ar Ra’du/13: 4  

 

َّ ََّّوَفِّ رۡضِّ
َ
نۡوَانََّّٞٱلۡۡ عۡنََٰبَّٖوَزَرۡعَّٞوَنَُِّيلَّٞصِّ

َ
ِّنَّۡأ َٰتَّٞم  تَجََٰوِّرََٰتَّٞوجََن  قِّطَعَّٞمُّ

َّ َّبَعۡضَّٖفِِّ َٰ لَُّبَعۡضَهَاَّعََلَ دَّٖوَنُفَض ِّ ِّمَاءَّٖٓوََٰحِّ َّب نۡوَانَّٖيسُۡقَََٰ َّصِّ كُلِّ َّٱوغََيُۡۡ
ُ
َّلۡۡ

ِّقَوۡمَّٖيَعۡقِّلوُنََّ ِّكََّلَأٓيََٰتَّٖل  َٰل َّذَ َّفِِّ   ٤إِّن 
“And in the earth there are tracts side by side and gardens of grapes 

and corn and palm trees having one root and (others) having distinct roots-

- they are watered with one water, and We make some of them excel others 

in fruit; most surely there are signs in this for a people who understand” 

(QS. ar Ra’du/13: 4) 

 

 Sometime, a farm lying down in different place has same size and 

its plate, yet the crop is unequal and water irrigating it is one water either 

rain or river. While, the location is neighboring. The other garden to be 

planted such as by grape and others is also like that way. For example, date 

palm is categorized based on its quality, whereas kind and shape of that 

plant is not differrent.23   

3) al Kahfi/18: 45  

 

                                                           
22 Sayyid Quthb, op.cit., vol. 4, p. 172 - 173 
23 Hamka, op.cit., v. 13, p. 62 
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ثَلَََّّوَٱضِّۡۡبَّۡ ةَِّّلهَُمَّم  يَوَٰ نۡيَاَّٱلَۡۡ نزَلنََٰۡهَُّمِّنَََّّٱلدُّ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓكَمَاءٍَّٓأ ََِّّّٱخۡتَلَطََّفَََّّٱلس  َّۦهَِّّب

َّنَبَاتَُّ رۡضِّ
َ
ََّّٱلۡۡ َّتذَۡرُوهُ ا يم  صۡبَحََّهَشِّ

َ
ِّيََٰحُهَّفَأ ََّّٱلر  َُّوَكََنَ َّشََََّّۡٱلل  ِّ

َّكُ  َٰ ءَّٖعََلَ
رًاَّ قۡتَدِّ   ٤٥مُّ

“And set forth to them parable of the life of this world: like water 

which We send down from the cloud so the herbage of the earth becomes 

tangled on account of it, then it becomes dry broken into pieces which the 

winds scatter; and Allah is the holder of power over all things” (QS. Al 

Kahfi/18: 45) 

 

This verse is talking about a parable. In cause of temporary beauty 

and extinction, earth is linkened to be green plant, lush, and flowering. 

Then, it changes to be dried up and crashed by wind to right and left. 

Therefore, the ones should take a lesson by this verse that inhabits earth 

without deceiving toward it and boasting a lot of wealth to others for 

wealth is going away.24 

4) Taha/20: 53  

 

ِّي رۡضََّجَعَلََّلكَُمََُّّٱلَّ 
َ
نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلۡۡ

َ
َّوَأ اَّوسََلَكََّلكَُمَّۡفِّيهَاَّسُبُلٗ  مَهۡد 

مَاءَِّّٓ ِّهََِّّّٱلس  خۡرجَۡنَاَّب
َ
َّفَأ ََّّۦَّٓمَاءٓ  َٰ بَاتَّٖشَتَّ  ِّنَّن  اَّم  زۡوََٰج 

َ
  ٥٣أ

“Who made the earth for you an expanse and made for you therein 

paths and sent down water from the cloud; then thereby We have brought 

forth many species of various herbs” (QS. Taha/20: 53) 

 

Summary of this verse is related to the importance of sending water 

down. Rain falls to the earth and flows from high spot to the low one. The 

water flows until it stops in the sea and gathers there. That stream shapes 

rivers in earth for thousands year. Among that water is absorbed into the 

                                                           
24  Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 15, p. 293 
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earth and emerges as a well. Water in the sea evaporates to air and 

subsequently turns to moisture as cloud which moves toward montain 

peak. Then, cloud delivers water in certain place. Through rain falling 

down, the fertile earth produces colorful crops having sweet, bitter, acid, 

and spicy taste.25   

5) al Hajj/22: 5  

 

هَا يُّ
َ
أ ِّنَََّّٱلۡ اسََُّّيَ  َّرَيۡبَّٖم  ِّنَّترَُابََّّٖٱلَِۡعۡثَِّّإِّنَّكُنتُمَّۡفِِّ فَإِّن اَّخَلَقۡنََٰكُمَّم 

َّ َ ِّ بُيَۡ  ِّ
َّلۡ  َّمَُُّل قَةٖ َّوغََيِّۡۡ قَةٖ

َل  ضۡغَةَّٖمُُّّ َّمِّنَّمُّ َّثُم  َّمِّنَّۡعَلَقَةٖ َّثُم  َّمِّنَّنُّطۡفَةٖ ثُم 
َّ َّفِِّ رحَۡامَِّّلكَُمَّۡۚٗوَنقُِّرُّ

َ
َّثََُّّمَاَّنشََاءَُّٓإِّلََ ََّّٱلۡۡ سَمّ   جَلَّٖمُّ

َ
َّأ فۡلٗ  َّنُُۡرِّجُكُمَّۡطِّ م 

َّ رۡذَلِّ
َ
َّأ َّإِّلََ  نَّيرَُدُّ َّوَمِّنكُمَّم  َٰ نَّيُتَوَف  كُمَّۡۖۡوَمِّنكُمَّم  شُد 

َ
َّْأ َبۡلُغُوٓا َّلِِّ ثُم 

عُمُرَِّّ
َّشَيََّّۡٱلۡ َّعِّلۡمٖ َّبَعۡدِّ َّمِّنۢ َّيَعۡلَمَ َّۚٗوَترََىَّلِّكَيۡلَٗ رۡضََّا

َ
ِّذَآََّّٱلۡۡ َّفإَ هَامِّدَة 

نزَلۡۡاََّعََّ
َ
َّزَوۡجَِّۢبهَِّيجََّّٖتَّۡٱهۡتَ ََّّٱلمَۡاءَََّّٓلَيۡهَاأ ِّ

نۢبَتَتَّۡمِّنَّكُ 
َ
  ٥وَرَبَتَّۡوَأ

“O people! if you are in doubt about the raising, then surely We 

created you from dust, then from a small seed, then from a clot, then from 

a lump of flesh, complete in make and incomplete, that We may make clear 

to you; and We cause what We please to stay in the wombs till an appointed 

time, then We bring you forth as babies, then that you may attain your 

maturity; and of you is he who is caused to die, and of you is he who is 

brought back to the worst part of life, so that after having knowledge he 

does not know anything; and you see the earth sterile land, but when We 

send down on it the water, it stirs and swells and brings forth of every kind 

a beautiful herbage” (QS. Al Hajj/22: 5) 

 

6) an Naml/27: 60  

 

                                                           
25  Hamka, op.cit, v. 16, p. 174 
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نَّۡ م 
َ
مََٰوََٰتَِّّخَلقََََّّأ رۡضََّوَََّّٱلس 

َ
ِّنَََّّٱلۡۡ نزَلََّلكَُمَّم 

َ
مَاءَِّّٓوَأ ِّهََِّّّٱلس  نۢبَتۡنَاَّب

َ
َّفَأ َّۦمَاءٓ 
عََّ ءِّلََٰهَّٞم 

َ
هَّأ ٓ نَّتنُۢبِّتُواَّْشَجَرَهَا

َ
اَّكََنََّلكَُمَّۡأ ِّقََّذَاتََّبَهۡجَةَّٖم  َِّّۚٗحَدَائٓ بلَََّّۡٱلل 

لوُنََّ   ٦٠هُمَّۡقوَۡمَّٞيَعۡدِّ
“Nay, He Who created the heavens and the earth, and sent down 

for you water from the cloud; then We cause to grow thereby beautiful 

gardens; it is not possible for you that you should make the trees thereof to 

grow. Is there a god with Allah? Nay! they are people who deviate” (QS. 

an Naml/27: 60) 

 

Allah Almighty is the only one sending down water from the cloud 

as a sustenance for mandkind. He grows the plants which is pleasing to 

who sees it.26 A beautiful garden is certainly established of various 

vegetation in earth living in cause of rain.  

7) Luqman/31: 10  

مََٰوََٰتََِّّّخَلقَََّ ََّّٱلس  َّفِِّ لقَََٰۡ
َ
َّۖۡوَأ َّعَمَدَّٖترََوۡنَهَا ِّغَيِّۡۡ َّب رۡضِّ

َ
نَّتمَِّيدَََّّٱلۡۡ

َ
َّأ َ رَوََٰسِِّ

نزَلۡۡاََّمِّنََّ
َ
َّدَآب ةٖ َّوَأ ِّ

َّفِّيهَاَّمِّنَّكُ  ِّكُمَّۡوَبَث  مَاءَِّّٓب نۢبَتۡنَاَّفِّيهَاَّمِّنَّٱلس 
َ
َّفَأ َّمَاءٓ 

َّزَوۡجَّٖكَرِّيمٍَّ ِّ
  ١٠كُ 

“He created the heavens without pillars as you see them, and put 

mountains upon the earth lest it might convulse with you, and He spread 

in it animals of every kind; and We sent down water from the cloud, then 

caused to grow therein (vegetation) of every noble kind” (QS. Luqman/31: 

10) 

 

The plants grown by water sent down to the earth has a plenty of 

beautiful color. Each of which is prettier by its flower, tree in forest, grass 

being spread evenly, and dangling root. It is such a beauty and wealth of 

God. 27      

8) az Zumar/39 : 21 

                                                           
26  Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 20, p. 8 
27 Hamka, op.cit, v. 21, p. 153  



62 
 

 

 

لمََّۡ
َ
ََّّأ ن 

َ
َّأ ََّترََ نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلل 

َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ َّفَسَلكََهََُّّٱلس  ََّّۥمَاءٓ  َّينَََٰبِّيعََّفِِّ رۡضِّ

َ
َّثََُّّٱلۡۡ م 

ِّهَِّّ َّب َٰنََُّّۦيُُۡرِّجُ لۡوَ
َ
َّأ ۡتَلِّفًا َّمُُّّ َّيََۡعَلُهََُّّۥهَُّزَرعَۡ  َّثُم  ا َّمُصۡفَر   َٰهُ ى َّفَتَََ َّيهَِّيجُ َّۥثُم 

َّ وْلِِّ
ُ
َّلِّۡ ِّكََّلََِّّكۡرَىَٰ َٰل َّذَ َّفِِّ َّۚٗإِّن  َّحُطََٰمًا

َ
َّٱلۡۡ   ٢١لبََٰۡبِّ

“Do you not see that Allah sends down water from the cloud, then 

makes it go along in the earth in springs, then brings forth therewith 

herbage of various colors, then it withers so that you see it becoming 

yellow, then He makes it a thing crushed and broken into pieces? Most 

surely there is a reminder in this for the men of understanding” (QS. Az 

Zumar/39 : 21) 

 

زَرۡعٗايخُۡرِجُ بهِۦِ   means with that water, the plants comes out from the 

earth in quick or slow process even waiting for hundreds year. It could 

happen in a dessert, when it is dug, the water gushes which is saved on the 

ground for a long time. By digging in dessert as an effort to find water, the 

life around it probably produces various plants supporting living being 

needs there.28 This condition continuity of life is determined of water 

supply. 

9) Qaf/50: 9  

 

لۡۡاَ مَاءَِّّٓمِّنَََّّوَنزَ  ِّهََِّّّٱلس  نۢبَتۡنَاَّب
َ
َّفَأ بََٰرَكَ  َّمُّ ََّّۦمَاءٓ  َٰتَّٖوحََب  يدَِّّجَن    ٩َّٱلَۡۡصِّ

“And We send down from the cloud water abounding in good, then 

We cause to grow thereby gardens and the grain that is reaped” (QS. 

Qaf/50: 9) 

 

This verse implies how various beautiful plants grows. Allah 

Almighty send down water from the cloud having a lot of benefit. It is 

                                                           
28 Ibid., v.24, p. 34 
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explained that the water produces swellling gardens, wide park, and seeds 

plant normally like wheat and others.29 

10)  an Naziat/79: 31 

 

خۡرَجََّ
َ
َٰهَاََّّأ   ٣١مِّنۡهَاَّمَاءَٓهَاَّوَمَرعَۡى

“He brought forth from it its water and its pasturage” (QS. an 

Naziat/79: 31) 
 

 The previous verse explains that earth was expanded before emitting 

water and growing the plants in it. Word “dahaha” in the previous means 

bringing from earth water and plants as well as creating in it rivers, 

mountains, desert, and hill.30 It is understood from these verses that the 

existance of plants is influenced by water availability in earth. 

c. Growing Plansts to be Food of Human and Cattle 

Human and cattle have equal food types to be eaten for surviving. For 

this reason, water grows plant that could be consumed by human and cattle. 

This usefulness is consisted in the following verse: 

1) Yunus/10: 24  

مَا ةَِّّمَثَلََُّّإِّن  نۡيَاَّٱلَۡۡيَوَٰ نزَلنََٰۡهَُّمِّنَََّّٱلدُّ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓكَمَاءٍَّٓأ ِّهََِّّّٱخۡتَلَطََّفَََّّٱلس  اتَُّنَبَََّّۦب

َّ رۡضِّ
َ
كُلََُّّٱلۡۡ

ۡ
اَّيأَ نعََٰۡمَُّوَََّّٱلۡ اسَُّمِّم 

َ
ََّّٱلۡۡ خَذَتِّ

َ
َّإِّذَآَّأ رۡضَُّحَتَّ  

َ
زخُۡرُفَهَاََّّٱلۡۡ

ي نَتَّۡوََّ رُونَََّّٱز  َٰدِّ َّقَ هُمۡ ن 
َ
َّٓأ هۡلُهَا

َ
َّأ َّٓ وَظَن  مۡرُنَََّّعَلَيۡهَا

َ
َّٓأ َٰهَا تىَ

َ
اَّأ َّنَهَار  وۡ

َ
َّأ َّلَِلًۡٗ ا

َِّّ مَّۡتَغۡنََّب
نَّل 
َ
اَّكَأ يد  مۡسِّ َّفَجَعَلنََٰۡهَاَّحَصِّ

َ
لََُّّٱلۡۡ ِّ ِّكََّنُفَص  وۡمَّٖلِّقَََّّٱلۡأٓيََٰتَِّّكَذََٰل

رُونََّ   ٢٤يَتَفَك 
                                                           

29 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 26, p. 260 - 261 
30 Abu al Fida’ Ismail Ibn Katsir al Qurasyi ad Damasqi, Tafsir Juz ‘Amma, Trans. Farizal 

Tarmizi, (Jakarta: Pustaka Azzam, 2003), p. 29   
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“The likeness of this world´s life is only as water which We send 

down from the cloud, then the herbage of the earth of which men and cattle 

eat grows luxuriantly thereby, until when the earth puts on its golden 

raiment and it becomes garnished, and its people think that they have 

power over it, Our command comes to it, by night or by day, so We render 

it as reaped seed; produce, as though it had not been in existence yesterday; 

thus do We make clear the communications for a people who reflect” (QS. 

Yunus/10: 24) 
 

 means plants such as grass, vegetable, and others نَبَاتُ ٱلۡۡرَۡضِ 

which is faded in the past. Yet, by sending water down, the plant becomes 

alive, turning green, luxuriant, and getting the breath. Inasmuch as, water 

sent down as rain had absorbed to the plant through its root.  ُا يَأۡكُلُ ٱلنَّاس مِمَّ

مُ   means rice, beans, cucumber, banana, and any others as foods of وَٱلۡۡنَۡعََٰ

human which had been fertilized and given a hope since it is rain. The 

grass for cattle also becomes green, in order goats, sheeps, cows, and 

buffalo which had been thin in the past could eat and chew up its food. 

Therefore, the two human and cattle are happy realizing availability of 

water.31     

2) as Sajdah/32: 27  

 

وََّ
َ
ن اَّنسَُوقََُّّأ

َ
َّإِّلََََّّٱلمَۡاءََّٓلمََّۡيرََوۡاَّْأ رۡضِّ

َ
ِّهََِّّّٱلُۡۡرُزََِّّّٱلۡۡ كُلََُّّۦفَنُخۡرِّجَُّب

ۡ
َّتأَ َّزَرعَۡ 

ونََّ ُ فلَََّٗيُبۡصِِّ
َ
نفُسُهُمَّۡۚٗأ

َ
نعََٰۡمُهُمَّۡوَأ

َ
  ٢٧مِّنۡهَُّأ

“Do they not see that We drive the water to a land having no 

herbage, then We bring forth thereby seed-produce of which their cattle 

and they themselves eat; will they not then see?” (QS. as Sajdah/32: 27) 

 
d. Fertilizing Plants to shepherd Cattle 

                                                           
31 Hamka, op.cit, v. 11, p. 191 
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Shepherding a job of a person whose job is to take care of sheep and 

move them from one place to another.32 Human could shepherd the cattle 

because the ground is fertilized, as mentioned the follow:  

1) an Nahl/16: 10  

ِّيََّّٓهُوََّ ََّّٱلَّ  َّمِّنَ نزَلَ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ِّنۡهََُّّٱلس  َّم  َّۖۡل كُم َّفِّيهََِّّّمَاءٓ  َّشَجَرٞ َّوَمِّنۡهُ ابٞ شَََ
يمُونََّ   ١٠تسُِّ

“He it is Who sends down water from the cloud for you; it gives 

drink, and by it (grow) the trees upon which you pasture” (QS. An Nahl/16: 

10) 

 

By mentioning water sent down, mandkind is persuaded to look up 

to find out how tight their life with nature around them. Grass produced by 

rain is able to be food for cattle, even its spring is drinked by them. The 

plants like olive, date palm, grape and other fruits, since being seed till 

being rooted, having branch, twig and bud needed by human depends on 

water. The fruits in west and east grows on earth watered only by water, 

yet it has various look and taste. After knowing correlation between rain 

and every living thing in earth, the next verse commands us to think 

deeper.33 

2. Usefulness of Water for Earth  

                                                           
32 Dictionary.cambridge.org  
33 Hamka, op.cit, v. 14, p. 224  
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Water in earth is located on atmosphere layer named hydrosphere at 

height between 1 to 15 km above sea surface. The water exists in sea (ice) and 

in atmosphere (vapor).34 This condition causes some its function for earth. 

Table 3.5 

Usefulness of Water for Earth 

No Water Usefulness Aspect Surat 
/Verse 

(Ayat) 

1 

Usefulness of 

Water for Earth 

Reviving 

Earth after its 

Death 

QS. Al Baqarah/2  164 

QS. Ar Ra’du/13 4 

QS. An Nahl/16 65 

QS. Al Hajj/22 5 

QS. Al Ankabut/29 63 

QS. Ar Rum/30 24 

QS. Fushilat/42 39 

QS. Az Zukhruf/43 11 

Watering Part 

of Earth 
QS. Ar Ra’du/13 4 

Greening The 

Earth 
QS. Al Hajj/22  63 

Draining The 

Swelling 

Foam in 

Valley 

QS. Ar Ra’du/13 17 

 

 The table helps us to grasps that there are four aspects of water usefulness 

for earth. They are, first; reviving earth after its death (QS. Al Baqarah/2: 164, 

QS. Ar Ra’du/13: 4, QS. An Nahl/16: 65, QS. Al Hajj/22: 5, QS. Al Ankabut/29: 

                                                           
34 Indarto, Hidrologi: Dasar Teori dan Contoh Aplikasi Model Hidrologi, (Jakarta: Bumi 

Aksara, 2010), p. 6 
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63, QS. Ar Rum/30: 24, QS. Fushilat/42: 39, and QS. Az Zukhruf/43: 11). 

Second, watering part of earth (QS. Ar Ra’du/13: 4). Third, greening the earth 

(QS. Al Hajj/22: 63). Fourth, draining the swelling foam in valley (QS. Ar 

Ra’du/13: 17) 

a. Reviving Earth after Its Death 

Reviving means to come or bring something back to life, health, 

existance, or use. By water existance in dead earth, the condition becomes alive 

after the death, living being could continues the life, and everything works based 

on its own use. 

1) al Baqarah/2:164  

ََّّإِّن َّ َّخَلقِّۡ مََٰوََٰتَِّّفِِّ َّوَََّّٱلس  رۡضِّ
َ
َّوَََّّٱلۡۡ لََِّّّۡٱخۡتِّلََٰفِّ

ََّّٱلۡفُلكَِّّۡوَََّّٱلۡ هَارَِّّوَََّّٱلِ  تَِّّ
َّٱل 

َّ ِّمَاَّينَفَعََُّّٱلَِۡحۡرَِّّتََۡرِّيَّفِِّ نزَلَََّّٱلۡ اسََّب
َ
َّٓأ َُّوَمَا مَاءَِّّٓمِّنَََّّٱلل  اءَّٖٓمِّنَّم ََّّٱلس 

ِّهَِّّ حۡيَاَّب
َ
رۡضََّفَأ

َ
َّفِّيهَاَّمِّنَّٱلۡۡ ِّهَاَّوَبَث  َّ بَعۡدََّمَوۡت َّدَآب ةَّٖوَتصَِِّۡيفِّ ِّ

ِّيََٰحَِّّكُ  َّٱلر 
حَابَِّّوََّ رََِّّّٱلس  ََّّٱلمُۡسَخ  مَاءَِّّٓبَيَۡۡ َّوَََّّٱلس  رۡضِّ

َ
ِّقَوۡمَّٖيَعۡقِّلوُنَََّّٱلۡۡ   ١٦٤لَأٓيََٰتَّٖل 

“Most surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the 

alternation of the night and the day, and the ships that run in the sea with 

that which profits men, and the water that Allah sends down from the 

cloud, then gives life with it to the earth after its death and spreads in it all 

(kinds of) animals, and the changing of the winds and the clouds made 

subservient between the heaven and the earth, there are signs for a people 

who understand” (QS. al Baqarah/2:164) 

 

What Allah Almighty poured down from sky in the form of water 

could fertilize the dry and barren ground. By seeing this earth scenery, 

heart and soul likely vibrate which is unable to be aware the greatness of 
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God. It is a life when water absorbs into the groud in which not knowing 

how its growth is, being weird at first, but obvious and real later.35  

2) ar Ra’du/13: 4  

 

َّ ََّّوَفِّ رۡضِّ
َ
نۡوَانََّّٞٱلۡۡ عۡنََٰبَّٖوَزَرۡعَّٞوَنَُِّيلَّٞصِّ

َ
ِّنَّۡأ َٰتَّٞم  تَجََٰوِّرََٰتَّٞوجََن  قِّطَعَّٞمُّ

َّ َّبَعۡضَّٖفِِّ َٰ لَُّبَعۡضَهَاَّعََلَ دَّٖوَنُفَض ِّ ِّمَاءَّٖٓوََٰحِّ َّب نۡوَانَّٖيسُۡقَََٰ َّصِّ كُلِّ َّٱوغََيُۡۡ
ُ
َّلۡۡ

ِّقَوۡمَّٖيَعۡقِّلوُنََّ ِّكََّلَأٓيََٰتَّٖل  َٰل َّذَ َّفِِّ   ٤إِّن 
“And in the earth there are tracts side by side and gardens of grapes 

and corn and palm trees having one root and (others) having distinct roots-

- they are watered with one water, and We make some of them excel others 

in fruit; most surely there are signs in this for a people who understand” 

(QS. ar Ra’du/13: 4) 

 

حِدٖ    means they are watered with one water that grows  يسُۡقَىَٰ بمَِا ءٖ وََٰ

and being fruitful in certain time.36 

3) an Nahl/16: 65 

َُّ نزَلََّمِّنَََّّوَٱلل 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ِّهََِّّّٱلس  حۡيَاَّب

َ
َّفَأ رۡضََّمَاءٓ 

َ
ََّّٱلۡۡ ِّكََّلَأٓيةَ  َٰل َّذَ َّفِِّ َّٓۚٗإِّن  ِّهَا بَعۡدََّمَوۡت

ِّقَوۡمَّٖيسَۡمَعُونََّ   ٦٥ل 
“And Allah has sent down water from the cloud and therewith given 

life to the earth after its death; most surely there is a sign in this for a people 

who would listen” (QS. An Nahl/16: 65) 

 

  This verse also reminds us that the one who sent down water is Allah 

Almighty. Then, the water grows various kind of plant in earth which is 

formerly dead, droughty, and without any plant or grass. Indeed, in every 

dead life has an evidence of divinity, knowledge, and power of God for 

understandable listener of revelation.37 

                                                           
35 Sayyid Quthb, op.cit., v. 1, p. 182  
36 M. Quraish Shihab, op.cit., v. 6, p. 212 
37 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 14, p. 187 
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4) al Hajj/22: 5 

 

هَا يُّ
َ
أ ِّنَََّّٱلۡ اسََُّّيَ  َّرَيۡبَّٖم  ِّنَّترَُابََّّٖٱلَِۡعۡثَِّّإِّنَّكُنتُمَّۡفِِّ فَإِّن اَّخَلَقۡنََٰكُمَّم 

َّ َ ِّ بُيَۡ  ِّ
َّلۡ  َّمَُُّل قَةٖ َّوغََيِّۡۡ قَةٖ

َل  ضۡغَةَّٖمُُّّ َّمِّنَّمُّ َّثُم  َّمِّنَّۡعَلَقَةٖ َّثُم  َّمِّنَّنُّطۡفَةٖ ثُم 
َّ َّفِِّ رحَۡامَِّّلكَُمَّۡۚٗوَنقُِّرُّ

َ
ََّّمَاَّنشََاءَُّٓإِّلََ ََّّٱلۡۡ فۡلٗ  َّنُُۡرِّجُكُمَّۡطِّ َّثُم  سَمّ   جَلَّٖمُّ

َ
أ

َبۡلَُّ َّلِِّ َّثُم  رۡذَلِّ
َ
َّأ َّإِّلََ  نَّيرَُدُّ َّوَمِّنكُمَّم  َٰ نَّيُتَوَف  كُمَّۡۖۡوَمِّنكُمَّم  شُد 

َ
َّْأ غُوٓا

عُمُرَِّّ
َّشَيََّّۡٱلۡ َّعِّلۡمٖ َّبَعۡدِّ َّمِّنۢ َّيَعۡلَمَ َّۚٗوَترََىَّلِّكَيۡلَٗ رۡضََّا

َ
ِّذَآََّّٱلۡۡ َّفإَ هَامِّدَة 

نزَلۡۡاََّعََّ
َ
َّزَََّّٱهۡتَ تََّّۡٱلمَۡاءَََّّٓلَيۡهَاأ ِّ

نۢبَتَتَّۡمِّنَّكُ 
َ
  ٥وۡجَِّۢبهَِّيجَّٖوَرَبَتَّۡوَأ

“O people! if you are in doubt about the raising, then surely We 

created you from dust, then from a small seed, then from a clot, then from 

a lump of flesh, complete in make and incomplete, that We may make clear 

to you; and We cause what We please to stay in the wombs till an appointed 

time, then We bring you forth as babies, then that you may attain your 

maturity; and of you is he who is caused to die, and of you is he who is 

brought back to the worst part of life, so that after having knowledge he 

does not know anything; and you see the earth sterile land, but when We 

send down on it the water, it stirs and swells and brings forth of every kind 

a beautiful herbage” (QS. Al Hajj/22: 5) 

 

5) al Ankabut/29: 63 

 

لََّمِّنَََّّوَلَئِّن نَّن ز  لَِۡهُمَّم 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓسَأ ِّهََِّّّٱلس  حۡيَاَّب

َ
َّفَأ رۡضََّمَاءٓ 

َ
ََِّّّٱلۡۡ هَاَّمِّنَّۢبَعۡدَِّّمَوۡت

َّ َّۚٗلََِقُولُن  ُ ََّّٱلل  لِّ
كۡثََهُُمَّۡلَََّيَعۡقِّلوُنَََّّٱلَۡۡمۡدَُّقُ

َ
َِّّۚٗبلََّۡأ   ٦٣للِّ 

“And if you ask them Who is it that sends down water from the 

clouds, then gives life to the earth with it after its death, they will certainly 

say, Allah. Say: All praise is due to Allah. Nay, most of them do not 

understand” (QS. Al Ankabut/29: 63) 

 

6) ar Rum/30: 24 

  

ََّّۦءَايََٰتِّهََِّّّوَمِّنَّۡ قََّيرُِّيكُمُ ََّّٱلۡبََۡ َّمِّنَ ِّلُ َّوَيُنَ  ا َّوَطَمَع  ا مَاءَِّّٓخَوۡف  ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 
ِّهََِّّّۦفَيُحَِّّۡ رۡضََّب

َ
ِّقَوۡمَّٖيَعۡقِّلوُنَََّّٱلۡۡ ِّكََّلَأٓيََٰتَّٖل  َٰل َّذَ َّفِِّ َّٓۚٗإِّن  ِّهَا   ٢٤بَعۡدََّمَوۡت
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“And one of His signs is that He shows you the lightning for fear 

and for hope, and sends down water from the clouds then gives life 

therewith to the earth after its death; most surely there are signs in this for 

a people who understand” (QS. Ar Rum/30: 24) 

 

 means that sending down water from the فَيحُۡيِۦ بِهِ ٱلۡۡرَۡضَ بعَۡدَ مَوۡتهَِا  

high cloud becomes cause of giving life. The earth seeming dead formerly 

for dry, water unavailable, and faded grass revives through sending down 

water. Thus, water existance determains life on earth.38 

7) Fushilat/41: 39 

 

ن كََّترََىََّّۦَّٓءَايََٰتِّهََِّّّوَمِّنَّۡ
َ
رۡضََّأ

َ
َّفَََّّٱلۡۡ عَة  نزَلۡۡاََّعَلَيۡهَاَّخََٰشِّ

َ
َّٱهۡتَ تََّّۡٱلمَۡاءََّٓإِّذَآَّأ

َّ ِّيَّٓوَرَبَتَّۡۚٗإِّن  ََّّٱلَّ  حۡيَاهَاَّلمَُحِّۡ
َ
َّۚٗأ يرٌََّّۥإِّن هََُّّٱلمَۡوۡتَ  ءَّٖقدَِّ َّشََۡ ِّ

َّكُ  َٰ   ٣٩عََلَ
“And among His signs is this, that you see the earth still, but when 

We send down on it the water, it stirs and swells: most surely He Who 

gives it life is the Giver of life to the dead; surely He has power over all 

things” (QS. Fushilat/41: 39) 

 

In case the earth has plants abudance, the mandkind could see how 

earth circumstance when drought time is absolutely faded without warmth. 

However, when water had sent down, though in ten minutes, earth will 

totally change to be pleasure, movable life, green, and swelling.39 

8) Az Zukhruf/43: 11 

 

ِّي ََّّوَٱلَّ  َّمِّنَ لَ مَاءَِّّٓنزَ  ِّهََِّّّٱلس  َّب ناَ نشَۡ
َ
َّفَأ ِّقَدَرٖ َّب ۢ ِّكَََّّۦمَاءَٓ َّكَذََٰل ٗۚ ا يۡت  َّم  ة  بلَََۡ

  ١١تُُۡرجَُونََّ
“And He Who sends down water from the cloud according to a 

measure, then We raise to life thereby a dead country, even thus shall you 

be brought forth” (QS. Az Zukhruf/43: 11) 

 

                                                           
38 Hamka, Tafsir al Azhar, (Depok: Gema Insani, 2015), v. 7, p. 55 
39 Hamka, op.cit., v. 24, p. 246 
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By using words َفَأنَشَرۡنا, God wants to shows that plants growing 

and reviving the death is much more remarkable than sending down water. 

The verse points out that Allah Almighty sends down water gradually and 

its certain measure indicates that the rain fall is not automatically without 

God control. Moreover, He organizes its fall based on the measure. It is 

likely a nature law He enacts and corresponds to the pray as well as istisqa’ 

prayer taught by Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The verse also describes 

the rain cycle in which fertilizes the previously barren land.40 

b. Watering Part of Earth 

Watering earth means that water is useful for wetting part of earth that 

probably dry and barren so that living being could continue their life there by 

water availability. 

1) ar Ra’du/13: 4  

َّ ََّّوَفِّ رۡضِّ
َ
نۡوَانََّّٞٱلۡۡ عۡنََٰبَّٖوَزَرۡعَّٞوَنَُِّيلَّٞصِّ

َ
ِّنَّۡأ َٰتَّٞم  تَجََٰوِّرََٰتَّٞوجََن  قِّطَعَّٞمُّ

َّ َّبَعۡضَّٖفِِّ َٰ لَُّبَعۡضَهَاَّعََلَ دَّٖوَنُفَض ِّ ِّمَاءَّٖٓوََٰحِّ َّب نۡوَانَّٖيسُۡقَََٰ َّصِّ كُلِّ َّٱوغََيُۡۡ
ُ
َّلۡۡ

ِّقَوۡمَّٖيَعۡقِّلوُنََّ ِّكََّلَأٓيََٰتَّٖل  َٰل َّذَ َّفِِّ   ٤إِّن 
“And in the earth there are tracts side by side and gardens of grapes 

and corn and palm trees having one root and (others) having distinct roots-

- they are watered with one water, and We make some of them excel others 

in fruit; most surely there are signs in this for a people who understand” 

(QS. ar Ra’du/13: 4) 

 

c. Greening The Earth 

                                                           
40 M. Quraish Shihab, op.cit., v. 12, p. 215 
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Water also causes earth to be green by growing various plant in it. The 

plants is dominantly colored by green as a mark of fertilization.   

1) al Hajj/22: 63 

لمََّۡ
َ
ََّّأ ن 

َ
ََّترَََّأ نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلل 

َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ َّفَتُصۡبِّحََُّّٱلس  رۡضَُّمَاءٓ 

َ
ََّّٱلۡۡ َّۚٗإِّن  ةً ََّمُُّۡضَِ  َّٱلل 

يفٌَّخَبِّيَّۡٞ   ٦٣لطَِّ
“Do you not see that Allah sends down water from the cloud so the 

earth becomes green? Surely Allah is Benignant, Aware” (QS. al Hajj/22: 

63) 

 

َ أنَزَلَ مِنَ ٱلسَّمَا ءِ مَا ءٗ   is rain sent down from high place, then أنََّ ٱللَّّ

ةً    is a obviousness of fertility. In cause of water, God فَتصُۡبحُِ ٱلۡۡرَۡضُ مُخۡضَرَّ

revives dead earth and after sends down it, mandkind could see how green 

earth is. The plants which seems unlife before rain fall become green only 

in a night watering. Even, seeing the green earth exhilarates the feeling.41 

d. Draining the Swelling Foam in Valleys 

 

Foam is a mass of very small bubbles formed on the surface of a 

liquid. The water drains it in valley for certain needs of living being.  

1) ar Ra’du/13: 17  

نزَلََّ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓمِّنَََّّأ ِّقَدَرِّهَاَّفَََّّٱلس  وۡدِّيةََُّۢب

َ
َّفَسَالتََّۡأ يۡلََُّّٱحۡتَمَلََّمَاءٓ  اَّر ََّّٱلس  َّۖۡزَبَد  ا ابِّي 

َّ اَّيوُقِّدُونََّعَلَيۡهَِّّفِِّ ِّغَاءَََّّٓٱلۡ ارَِّّوَمِّم  ِّثۡلُهََُّّٱبتۡ وَّۡمَتََٰعَّٖزَبَدَّٞم 
َ
لۡيَةٍَّأ ِّكََّكَََّّٗۥَّۚحِّ ذََٰل

َّ َُّيضَِِّۡبُ َّۚٗوَََّّٱلَۡۡق ََّّٱلل  لَ ََّّٱلبََٰۡطِّ
َ
افَأ بَدََُّّم  َّينَفَعََُّّٱلز  َّمَا ا م 

َ
َّۖۡوَأ فَيَذۡهَبَُّجُفَاءٓ 

ََّّٱلۡ اسََّ رۡضِّ َّفَيَمۡكُثَُّفِِّ
َ
ِّكََّيضَِِّۡبََُّّٱلۡۡ َُّكَذََٰل مۡثَالَََّّٱلل 

َ
  ١٧َّٱلۡۡ

“He sends down water from the cloud, then watercourses flow 

(with water) according to their measure, and the torrent bears along the 

swelling foam, and from what they melt in the fire for the sake of making 

                                                           
41 Hamka, op.cit., (edition 2015), v. 6, p. 150 
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ornaments or apparatus arises a scum like it; thus does Allah compare truth 

and falsehood; then as for the scum, it passes away as a worthless thing; 

and as for that which profits the people, it tarries in the earth; thus does 

Allah set forth parables” (QS. ar Ra’du/13: 17) 

 

 This verse parable informs us one of water usefulness. Allah 

Almighty sends down water from the cloud, then drains it in valley in 

accordance with its measure and valley size. Thus, the stream caused by 

water carries foam which is floating on surface. The foam floating on 

stream drains to edge of valley and attaches to the tree which is crashed 

subsequently by wind. Such that parable is mentioned by God for truth and 

falsehood as well as faith and disbelief.42 

3. Usefulness of Water for Human 

Table 3.6 

Usefulness of Water for Human 

No 
Water 

Usefulness 
Aspect Surat 

Verse 

(Ayat) 

1 

Usefulness of 

Water for 

Human 

Drinking Water 

QS. Al Hijr/15 22 

QS. Al Qamar/54 28 

QS. An Nahl/16 10 

QS. Al Waqiah/56 68 

QS. Al Mursalat/77 27 

Purifying QS. Al Anfal/8 11 

Avoiding 

Syaithan 

Disturbance 

QS. Al Anfal/8 11 

Heartening QS. Al Anfal/8 11 

Strengthening 

Footstep 
QS. Al Anfal/8 11 

                                                           
42 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 13, p. 152 - 153 
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Medium to 

Worship 

QS. An Nisa’/4 43 

QS. Al Maidah/5 6 

  

 The table informs us that water usefulness has four aspects in eight verses. 

They are drinking water (QS. Al Hijr/15: 22, QS. Al Qamar/54:28, QS. An 

Nahl/16: 10, QS. Al Waqiah/56: 68, and QS. Al Mursalat/77: 27), purifying (QS. 

Al Anfal/8: 11), avoiding syaithan disturbance (QS. Al Anfal/8:11), heartening 

(QS. Al Anfal/8: 11), strengthening footstep (QS. Al Anfal/8: 11), medium to 

worship (QS. An Nisa’/4: 43 and QS. Al Maidah/5: 6). 

a. Drinking Water 

Human needs water as a drink to omit the thirst. Moreover, other 

living creature will look for it in earth to keep moisture in their body, the verse 

below states it:  

1) al Hijr/15: 22 

رسَۡلۡنَا
َ
ِّيََٰحَََّّوَأ نزَلۡۡاََّمِّنَََّّٱلر 

َ
َٰقِّحََّفَأ مَاءَِّّٓلَوَ نتُمََّّۡٱلس 

َ
َّوَمَآَّأ سۡقَيۡنََٰكُمُوهُ

َ
َّفَأ مَاءٓ 

ِّخََٰزِّنِّيَََّّۡۥلَََُّ   ٢٢ب
“And We send the winds fertilizing, then send down water from 

the cloud so We give it to you to drink of, nor is it you who store it up” 

(QS. Al Hijr/15: 22) 

 

Water in this verse is functioned to be drunk by cattle beside 

watering plants. Human is not the saver of water sent down by God, so that 

they can hinder Him to water to anyone He want. He saves it on surface of 

earth and if He will, the water is going to be in womb earth by stripping its 
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layers. Hence, God does not leave water benefit to be used by human and 

cattle as well as watering plant which is a pillar of life.43  

2) al Qamar/54: 28  

ِّئۡهُمَّۡ ََّّوَنبَ  ن 
َ
ۡتَضَََِّّٞٱلمَۡاءََّٓأ ۡبَّٖمُُّّ َّشَِّ   ٢٨قِّسۡمَةَُّۢبيَۡنَهُمَّۡۖۡكُُّ

“And inform them that the water is shared between them; every 

share of the water shall be regulated” (QS. Al Qamar/54: 28) 

 

The verse is talking about a story in Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

time. Water of a tribe (qabilah) is shared between them and female camel. 

Allah Almighty sent a female camel as a trials for the tribe (qabilah) by 

asking Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to carry water to be drunk. This water 

sharing points out that camel has priviledge in use of disclosing power and 

greatness of God. Camel was given a whole day to drink water and so did 

the tribe. Both of them got the same portion.44 

3) an Nahl/16: 10 

  

ِّيََّّٓهُوََّ ََّّٱلَّ  َّمِّنَ نزَلَ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ َّفِّيهََِّّّٱلس  َّشَجَرٞ َّوَمِّنۡهُ ابٞ َّشَََ ِّنۡهُ َّم  َّۖۡل كُم مَاءٓ 
يمُونََّ   ١٠تسُِّ

“He it is Who sends down water from the cloud for you; it gives 

drink, and by it (grow) the trees upon which you pasture” (QS. an Nahl/16: 

10) 

 

نۡهُ شَرَاب    has meaning “partly as a drink”. Drinks to be consumed م ِ

by living being is fresh water.45 

4) al Waqiah/56: 68 

  

                                                           
43  Ibid., v. 14, p. 26 - 27  
44 Sayyid Quthb, op.cit., v. 11, p. 104 
45 M. Quraih Shihab, op.cit., v. 6, p. 524 
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فَرَءَيۡتُمَُّ 
َ
ِّيَّٱلمَۡاءََّٓأ بُونَََّّٱلَّ    ٦٨تشََۡ

“Have you considered the water which you drink?” (QS. Al 

Waqiah/56: 68) 

 

Water is the beginning of life. Element of life will never be 

movable without water as destinied by God. It is a right for human to drink 

the water. Meanwhile, sending down water and creating it is a duty of God. 

Allah Almighty makes the water tasteless.46  

5) al Mursalat/77: 27 

 

َّفُرَات اََّّوجََعَلۡنَا اءٓ  سۡقَيۡنََٰكُمَّم 
َ
َّشََٰمِّخََٰتَّٖوَأ َ   ٢٧فِّيهَاَّرَوََٰسِِّ

“And made therein lofty mountains, and given you to drink of 

sweet water?” (QS. al Mursalat/77: 27) 

 

ا ءٗ فرَُاتٗا  is a sweet water. It is sent down from slit cloud over the مَّ

mountain peak. كُم  means that Allah Almighty grants it as a water to وَأسَۡقيَۡنََٰ

drink for living being.47 

b. Purifying 

 

Purifying for human might be ablution and bathing. It is done based 

on the cause of performing, like impure condition or junub. 

1) al Anfal/8: 11  

ََّّإِّذَّۡ يكُمُ ِّ ََّّٱلُّۡعَاسََّيُغَش  ِّنَ َّم  َّعَليَۡكُم ِّلُ َّوَيُنَ  ِّنۡهُ َّم  مَنَة 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 

ِّهَِّّ ِّرَكُمَّب طَُه  ِّ
يۡطََٰنَِّّوَيُذۡهِّبََّعَنكُمَّۡرِّجۡزَََّّۦلِ  ِّكُمََّّۡٱلش  َّقُلوُب َٰ

ِّطََّعََلَ ب وَلِّيَۡۡ
ِّهَِّّ ِّتََّب قدَۡامََّوَيُثَب 

َ
  ١١َّٱلۡۡ

“When He caused calm to fall on you as a security from Him and 

sent down upon you water from the cloud that He might thereby purify 

                                                           
46 Sayyid Quthb, op.cit, v. 11, p. 145 
47  Ibid, v. 12, p. 137 - 138 
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you, and take away from you the uncleanness of the Shaitan, and that He 

might fortify your hearts and steady (your) footsteps thereby” (QS. Al 

Anfal/8: 11) 

 

رَكُم بهِۦِ  means to purify or to clean human body from unclean ل ِيطَُه ِ

condition like taking a bath or performing ablution. 

c. Avoiding Syaithan Disturbance 

The simple way to avoid syaithan disturbance is washing face by 

water. The evidance is before performing the pray, the muslim should wash 

their face in ablution. 

1) Al Anfal/8: 11  

ََّّإِّذَّۡ يكُمُ ِّ ََّّٱلُّۡعَاسََّيُغَش  ِّنَ َّم  َّعَليَۡكُم ِّلُ َّوَيُنَ  ِّنۡهُ َّم  مَنَة 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 

ِّهَِّّ ِّرَكُمَّب طَُه  ِّ
يۡطََٰنَِّّوَيُذۡهِّبََّعَنكُمَّۡرِّجۡزَََّّۦلِ  ِّكُمََّّۡٱلش  َّقُلوُب َٰ

ِّطََّعََلَ ب وَلِّيَۡۡ
ِّهَِّّ ِّتََّب قدَۡامََّوَيُثَب 

َ
  ١١َّٱلۡۡ

“When He caused calm to fall on you as a security from Him and 

sent down upon you water from the cloud that He might thereby purify 

you, and take away from you the uncleanness of the Shaitan, and that He 

might fortify your hearts and steady (your) footsteps thereby” (QS. al 

Anfal/8: 11) 

 

Ibnu Mundzir had narrated through Ibnu Jarir from Ibnu Abbas ra., 

that unbeliever people defeated the muslims at first in controling water, so 

that muslim people was thristy and prayed in junub and impurity condition. 

In addition, There were only sand for the muslims, so syaithan succeeded 

in making them miserable. The syaithan said “do you still assume that the 

Prophet being with you and you are the ones who in mercy of God 

(auliya’), while you performed the pray in junub and impurity condition?”. 
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Afterward, Allah Almighty sent down water from the sky which flowed in 

a valley. As a result, syaithan disturbance could be omitted.48  

d. Heartening 

Water makes heart stronger than before. It will a form of Allah Almighty 

helps toward human. 

1) al Anfal/8: 11,  

ََّّإِّذَّۡ يكُمُ ِّ ََّّٱلُّۡعَاسََّيُغَش  ِّنَ َّم  َّعَليَۡكُم ِّلُ َّوَيُنَ  ِّنۡهُ َّم  مَنَة 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 

ِّهَِّّ ِّرَكُمَّب طَُه  ِّ
يۡطََٰنَِّّوَيُذۡهِّبََّعَنكُمَّۡرِّجۡزَََّّۦلِ  ِّكُمََّّۡٱلش  َّقُلوُب َٰ

ِّطََّعََلَ ب وَلِّيَۡۡ
ِّهَِّّ ِّتََّب قدَۡامََّوَيُثَب 

َ
  ١١َّٱلۡۡ

“When He caused calm to fall on you as a security from Him and 

sent down upon you water from the cloud that He might thereby purify 

you, and take away from you the uncleanness of the Shaitan, and that He 

might fortify your hearts and steady (your) footsteps thereby” (QS. al 

Anfal/8: 11) 

 

Water function in this verse ( ۡوَلِيرَۡبطَِ عَلَىَٰ قلُوُبكُِم) is heartening. It is 

an inner (bathiniyah) and outer (lahiriyah) aid of God. Besides, Allah 

Almighty asks angel to strenghten believers heart. Still, He fulfill His word 

to cause fear and tremble in unbelievers heart. The angel is also demanded 

to accompany the believers in war.49   

e. Strengthening Footstep 

In cause of water, the footstep is going to be stronger to. This 

impact has correlation with the other usefulness of water in the verse. 

1) al Anfal/8: 11  

                                                           
48 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 9, p. 337 
49 Sayyid Quthb, op.cit., v. 5, p. 159 
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ََّّإِّذَّۡ يكُمُ ِّ ََّّٱلُّۡعَاسََّيُغَش  ِّنَ َّم  َّعَليَۡكُم ِّلُ َّوَيُنَ  ِّنۡهُ َّم  مَنَة 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 

ِّهَِّّ ِّرَكُمَّب طَُه  ِّ
يۡطََٰنَِّّوَيُذۡهِّبََّعَنكُمَّۡرِّجۡزَََّّۦلِ  ِّكُمََّّۡٱلش  َّقُلوُب َٰ

ِّطََّعََلَ ب وَلِّيَۡۡ
ِّهَِّّ ِّتََّب قدَۡامََّوَيُثَب 

َ
  ١١َّٱلۡۡ

“When He caused calm to fall on you as a security from Him and 

sent down upon you water from the cloud that He might thereby purify 

you, and take away from you the uncleanness of the Shaitan, and that He 

might fortify your hearts and steady (your) footsteps thereby” (QS. Al 

Anfal/8: 11) 

 

The effect of water for human in this verse is  َيثُبَ تَِ بهِِ ٱلۡۡقَۡداَم meaning 

stepping steadily in wet dessert for it had just rained there.50 Hence, this 

verse contains more than one usefulness of water. 

f. Medium to Worship 

Before performing the pray, the one should doing ablution using 

water. Only when the water is not exist, it could be changed by sand. 

1) an Nisa/4: 43  

هَا يُّ
َ
أ ِّينَََّّيَ  ةََّءَامَنُواَّْلَََّتَقۡرَبُواََّّْٱلَّ  لوََٰ َّتَعۡلَمُواَّْمَاََّّٱلص  َٰ َّحَتَّ  َٰرَىَٰ نتُمَّۡسُكَ

َ
وَأ

َّ رضََۡ  َّوَإِنَّكُنتُمَّم  ْٗۚ لوُا َّتَغۡتَسِّ َٰ ِّرِّيَّسَبِّيلٍَّحَتَّ  َّعََب
تَقُولوُنََّوَلَََّجُنُبًاَّإِّلَ 

ِّنََّ ِّنكُمَّم  حَدَّٞم 
َ
وَّۡجَاءََّٓأ

َ
َّسَفَرٍَّأ َٰ وَّۡعََلَ

َ
وَّۡلََٰمَسۡتُمَُّٱأ

َ
َّأ ِّطِّ غَائٓ

ِّسَاءََّٓلۡ فَلمَََّّۡٱلن 
اَّفَََّّتََِّدُواَّْمَاءٓ َّ ِّب  اَّطَي  مُواَّْصَعِّيد  َّْفَتَيَم  ََّّٱمۡسَحُوا يكُمۡهَّإِّن  يدِّۡ

َ
ِّوجُُوهِّكُمَّۡوَأ ب

ََّ اَّغَفُورًاََّّٱلل    ٤٣كََنََّعَفُوًّ
“O you who believe! do not go near prayer when you are 

Intoxicated until you know (well) what you say, nor when you are under 

an obligation to perform a bath-- unless (you are) travelling on the road-- 

until you have washed yourselves; and if you are sick, or on a journey, or 

one of you come from the privy or you have touched the women, and you 

                                                           
50 Ibid.,    
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cannot find water, betake yourselves to pure earth, then wipe your faces 

and your hands; surely Allah is Pardoning, Forgiving” (QS. An Nisa/4: 43) 

 

 is translated as “and you cannot find water” which is فلََمۡ تجَِدوُاْ مَا ءٗ 

understood by ulama in majority as requirements told before, that is sick, 

on a journey, coming from the privy, and touching the women (the 

opposite sex). Consequently, the four groups is allowed performing 

tayamum if they do not find water. Unavailability of the water is either 

when it does not really exist or it does but could not to be used for one or 

more certain approved religion reasons. 51  

2) al Maidah/5: 6 

  

هَا يُّ
َ
أ ِّينَََّّيَ  ََّّٱلَّ  َّإِّلََ َّقُمۡتُمۡ َّإِّذَا ْ ةَِّّءَامَنُوٓا لوََٰ َّْفَََّّٱلص  لوُا وجُُوهَكُمََّّۡٱغۡسِّ

يكَُمَّۡإِّلَََّ يدِّۡ
َ
َّْوَََّّٱلمَۡرَافِّقَِّّوَأ رجُۡلكَُمَّۡإِّلََََّّٱمۡسَحُوا

َ
كُمَّۡوَأ ِّرُءُوسِّ َّٱلكَۡعۡبَيِّۡۡ َّب

اَّفََّ َّْۚٗوَإِنَّكُنتُمَّۡجُنُب  رُوا ه  حَدََّّٞٱط 
َ
وَّۡجَاءََّٓأ

َ
َّسَفَرٍَّأ َٰ وَّۡعََلَ

َ
َّأ رۡضََ  وَإِنَّكُنتُمَّم 

ِّنََّ ِّنكُمَّم  ِّطَِّّم  غَائٓ
وَّۡلََٰمَسۡتُمََُّّٱلۡ

َ
ِّسَاءََّٓأ اََّّٱلن  مُواَّْصَعِّيد  َّفَتَيَم  فَلمََّۡتََِّدُواَّْمَاءٓ 

َّفََّطََّ ا ِّب  َّْي  ََّّٱمۡسَحُوا َّيرُِّيدُ َّمَا ِّنۡهُۚٗ َّم  يكُم يدِّۡ
َ
َّوَأ ِّوجُُوهِّكُمۡ َُّب جَۡعَلَََّّٱلل  لِِّ

ِّنَّۡحَرَجَّٖوَلَََّٰ نعَلَيۡكُمَّم  ِّعۡمَتَهََُّّكِّ َّن ُتِّم  َّوَلِِّ ِّرَكُمۡ طَُه  عَليَۡكُمََّّۡۥيرُِّيدَُّلِِّ
  ٦لَعَل كُمَّۡتشَۡكُرُونََّ

“O you who believe! when you rise up to prayer, wash your faces 

and your hands as far as the elbows, and wipe your heads and your feet to 

the ankles; and if you are under an obligation to perform a total ablution, 

then wash (yourselves) and if you are sick or on a journey, or one of you 

come from the privy, or you have touched the women, and you cannot find 

water, betake yourselves to pure earth and wipe your faces and your hands 

therewith, Allah does not desire to put on you any difficulty, but He wishes 

to purify you and that He may complete His favor on you, so that you may 

be grateful” (QS. al Maidah/5: 6) 

                                                           
51 M. Quraish Shihab, op.cit., v. 2, p. 545  
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This verse explains us utility of water for a medium to worship. 

Before performing the pray, one should doing ablution. The prayer needs 

preparation and have to be purified physically and spiritually hinted by 

اْ إذِاَ قمُۡتُ  أيَُّهَا ٱلَّذِينَ ءَامَنوُ 
ةِ يََٰ  لَوَٰ مۡ إلَِى ٱلصَّ . Therefore, Allah Almighty demands 

performing ablution by washing faces, faces and hands as far as the 

elbows, wiping heads and feet to the ankles.52 

4. Usefulness of Water for Basic Material of Living Being Creation 

Table 3.7 

Usefulness of Water for Basic Material of Living Being Creation 

No 
Water 

Usefulness 
Aspect Surat 

Verse 

(Ayat) 

1 

Usefulness of 

Water for 

Basic 

Material of 

Living Being 

Creation 

Basic Material of 

Every Living Being 

Creation 

QS. Al 

Anbiya;/21 
30 

Basic Material of 

Creature/Animal 

Creation 

QS. An Nur/24 45 

Basic Material of 

Human Creation 

QS. Al Furqan/22 54 

QS. As Sajdah/32 8 

QS. Al 

Mursalat/77 
20 

QS. Ath 

Thariq/86 
6 

 

  The data above describes that there are three usefulness of water for basic 

material of living being creation in six verses. They are basic water of every 

                                                           
52 Ibid., v. 3, p. 179 
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living being creation (QS. Al Anbiya;/21: 30), basic material of creature/animal 

Creation (QS. An Nur/24: 45), and basic material of human creation (QS. Al 

Furqan/22:54, QS. As Sajdah/32: 8, QS. Al Mursalat/77: 20, and QS. Ath 

Thariq/86: 6). 

a. Basic Material of Every Living Being Creation 

Allah Almighty makes water as material of living being creation 

because the priviledge in it. 

1) al Anbiya’/21: 30  

وََّ
َ
ََّّأ َّيرََ ِّينََّلمَۡ ََّّٱلَّ  ن 

َ
َّْأ مََٰوََٰتَِّّكَفَرُوٓا رۡضََّوَََّّٱلس 

َ
ََّّۖۡٱلۡۡ اَّفَفَتَقۡنََٰهُمَا كََنَتَاَّرَتقۡ 

فلَََّٗيؤُۡمِّنُونَََّّٱلمَۡاءَِّّٓوجََعَلۡنَاَّمِّنََّ
َ
َّۚٗأ ءٍَّحَ ٍ َّشََۡ   ٣٠كُ 

“Do not those who disbelieve see that the heavens and the earth 

were closed up, but We have opened them; and We have made of water 

everything living, will they not then believe?” (QS. al Anbiya’/21: 30) 

 

An important research result shows us that water is first factor of 

life existance, even valuable discovery of biology science. This life is 

started by water which thereis no life without it. Moon does not have water 

in it, so the living being is not able to settle in there. The theory of this 

verse which includes knowledge of living being creation requires us to be 

believer.53   

b. Basic material of Creature/Animal Creation 

Animal is also created from water for considering the adventage the 

water contains for need of animal. 

1) an Nur/24: 45  

                                                           
53 Hamka, op.cit., v. 17, p. 39 - 40 
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َُّ َّبَطۡنِّهََِّّّوَٱلل  َٰ َّعََلَ نَّيَمۡشَِّ اءٖٓ َّفَمِّنۡهُمَّم  ِّنَّم  َّدَآب ةَّٖم  نََّّۦخَلقَََّكُ  وَمِّنۡهُمَّم 
َّيَُۡلقَُُّ رۡبَعٖ 

َ
َّأ َّعََلَ  نَّيَمۡشَِّ َّوَمِّنۡهُمَّم  َّرِّجۡلَيِّۡۡ َٰ

َّعََلَ َُّيَمۡشَِّ َََّّٱلل  َّمَاَّي َّۚٗإِّن  شَاءُٓ
ََّ يرََّّٞٱلل  ءَّٖقدَِّ َّشََۡ ِّ

َّكُ  َٰ   ٤٥عََلَ
“And Allah has created from water every living creature: so of 

them is that which walks upon its belly, and of them is that which walks 

upon two feet, and of them is that which walks upon four; Allah creates 

what He pleases; surely Allah has power over all things” (QS. an Nur/24: 

45) 

 

ا ءٖ  ن مَّ ُ خَلقََ كُلَّ داَ بَّةٖ م ِ  means that Allah Almighty creates creeping وَٱللَّّ

animal in earth from water as its material. It is particularly mentioned 

water as its material among other ones because the animal needs toward 

water is dominant especially when the structure is commplete.54    

c. Basic Material of Human Creation 

Human absolutely has same material with other living creature  in its 

creation. 

1) al Furqan/25:  54  

ِّيَّوَهُوََّ اَّفَجَعَلَهََُّّٱلمَۡاءَِّّٓخَلقَََّمِّنَََّّٱلَّ  اََّّبشََ  ير  اهَّوَكََنََّرَبُّكََّقدَِّ هۡر  اَّوَصِّ نسََب 
٥٤  

“And He it is Who has created man from the water, then He has 

made for him blood relationship and marriage relationship, and your Lord 

is powerful” (al Furqan/25: 54) 

 

This verse is talking about amount of water which is as a little 

drops. It shows God greatness by its mixing causing human birth. Through 

                                                           
54 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 18, p. 208 
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the little drops of water (nuthfah) bears heredity having different face and 

behaviour.55 

2) as Sajdah/32: 8 

 

هِّيََّّٖۡۥجَعَلََّنسَۡلَهََُّّثُم َّ اءَّٖٓم  ِّنَّم  ةَّٖم 
  ٨مِّنَّسُلََٰلَ

“Then He made his progeny of an extract, of water held in light 

estimation” (QS. as Sajdah/32: 8) 

 

هِينٖ  ا ءٖ مَّ ن مَّ لَةٖ م ِ
 is aimed to cum (nuthfah). Nuthfah is the part مِن سُلََٰ

of water since it could flow. The exact meaning of  ٖهِين  is weak. There are مَّ

many people incorrect in defining mahiin as contemtible. God creates 

human as lofty creature,  so it is untrue if human is created from 

contemtible water. Human life is started from weak phase as a child 

because he is not contemtible like najis. Ulama says that nuthfah is not 

unclean (najis) like wadi, madzi, and pee.56  

3) al Mursalat/77: 20 

 

لمََّۡ
َ
هِّيََّّٖۡأ اءَّٖٓم  ِّنَّم  مَّم    ٢٠نَُۡلُقكُّ

“Did We not create you from contemptible water?” (QS. al 

Mursalat/77: 20) 

 

Contemtible water for human creation is placed at womb as a 

sturdy organ in certain time.57 

4) ath Thariq/86: 6 

 

اءَّٖٓدَافِّقََّّٖخُلِّقََّ   ٦مِّنَّم 

                                                           
55 M Quraish Shihab, op.cit., v. 9, p. 116 
56 Hamka, op.cit., (edition 2015), v. 7, p. 124 
57 Sayyid Quthb, op.cit., v. 12, p. 137 
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“He is created of water pouring forth” (QS. ath Thariq/86: 6) 

 The water in  ِٖا ءٖ داَفق  .means cum pouring from man and woman مَّ

Consequently, woman bears a baby by God permission.58   

C. The Kind of Water in the Quran 

According to mufassirs, water in the Quran is grouped into five kinds. They 

are spring and river ( الْعيُوُن والۡنهارمَاء  ), rain (الْمَطَر), cum (َالنُّطْفة), the Quran 

 Mausu’ah al Wujuh wa an Nazhair fi 59.(المَال الْكثير) and a lot of treasure ,(الْقرُْآن)

al Quran al Karim claims that the fifth kind is two water (ماءان) as consisted in 

verse " فَٱلۡتقََى ٱلۡمَا ءُ عَلىََٰ  أمَۡرٖ قدَۡ قدُِرَ   " (QS. al Qamar/54: 11). 

Table 3.8 

The Kind of Water in the Quran 

No Kind of Water Surat Verses (Ayat) 

1 

Spring and River  

 (مَاء الْعيُوُن والۡنهار)

QS. al Mukminun/23 18 

QS. az Zumar/39  21 

2 Rain (الْمَطَر) 

QS. al Anfal/8 11 

QS. al Hijr/15 22 

QS. al Furqan/25 48 

QS. an Naba’/78 14 

3 Cum/Nuthfah (َالنُّطْفة) 
QS. an Nur/24 45 

QS. al Furqan/25 54 

                                                           
58 Abu al Fida’ Ismail Ibn Katsir al Qurasyi ad Damasqi, op.cit., p. 148 
وَذكر أهل التَّفْسِير أنَه فِي الْقرُْآن على أرَْبعََة أوجه: أحَدهَا: مَاء الْعيُوُن والۡنهار وَالثَّانِي: الْمَطَر  59

ابِع: الْقرُْآن وَقد الْحق  بعَضهم وَجها خَامِسًا فَقَالَ: وَالْمَاء: المَال الْكثيروَالثَّالِث: النُّطْفَة وَالرَّ . Jamaluddin abu 

al Farj Abd ar Rahman bin Ali bin Muhammad al Jauzi, Nazhatu al A’yun an Nawazhir fi ‘Ilmi al 

Wujuh wa an Nazhair, (Beirut: Muassasah ar Risalah, 1984), p. 549 - 550 
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QS. as Sajdah/32 8 

4 The Quran (الْقرُْآن) QS. ar Ra’du/13 17 

5 

A Lot of Treasure  

 (المَال الْكثير)
QS. al Jinn/72 16 

 

The table informs us that kind of water in the Quran is five, they are spring 

and river (مَاء الْعيُوُن والۡنهار), for example QS. al Mukminun/23: 18 and QS. az 

Zumar/39: 21. Second, rain (الْمَطَر), for example QS. al Anfal/8: 11, QS. al Hijr/15: 

22, QS. al Furqan/25: 48, and QS. an Naba’/78: 14. Third, cum/Nuthfah (َالنُّطْفة), for 

example, QS. an Nur/24: 45, QS. al Furqan/25: 54, and QS. as Sajdah/32: 8. Fourth, 

the quran (الْقرُْآن), for example, QS. ar Ra’du/13: 17. Fifth, a lot of treasure ( المَال

 .for example, QS. al Jinn/72: 16 (الْكثير

1. Spring and River (مَاء الْعيُوُن والۡنهار) 

Spring is a place where water naturally flows out from the ground. 

Meanwhile, river is a natural wide flow of fresh water across the land into the 

sea, a lake, or another river.60 

a. al Mukminun/23: 18 

نزَلۡۡاَ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓمِّنَََّّوَأ ََّّٱلس  َٰهَُّفِِّ سۡكَن 

َ
َّفَأ ِّقَدَرٖ َّۢب رۡضِّ َّمَاءَٓ

َ
ِّهََِّّّٱلۡۡ َّب َّذَهَابِۢ َٰ

َّۦوَإِن اَّعََلَ
رُونََّ   ١٨لَقََٰدِّ

                                                           
60 Dictionary.cambridge.org 
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“And We send down water from the cloud according to a measure, 

then We cause it to settle in the earth, and most surely We are able to carry it 

away” (QS. al Mukminun/23: 18) 

 

b. az Zumar/39 : 21 

لمََّۡ
َ
ََّّأ ن 

َ
ََّترَََّأ نزَلََّمِّنَََّّٱلل 

َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ َّفَسَلَََّّٱلس  ََّّۥكَهَُّمَاءٓ  َّينَََٰبِّيعََّفِِّ رۡضِّ

َ
َّيُُۡرِّجَُّثُم ََّّٱلۡۡ

ِّهَِّّ َٰنهََُُّّۦب لۡوَ
َ
ۡتَلِّفًاَّأ َّمُُّّ َّيََۡعَلهََُُّّۥزَرعَۡ  اَّثُم  َٰهَُّمُصۡفَر   ى َّيهَِّيجَُّفَتَََ َّحُطََََّّٰۥثُم  َّفِِّ َّۚٗإِّن  مًا
َّ وْلِِّ

ُ
َّلِّۡ ِّكََّلََِّّكۡرَىَٰ َٰل َّذَ

َ
َّٱلۡۡ   ٢١لبََٰۡبِّ

“Do you not see that Allah sends down water from the cloud, then 

makes it go along in the earth in springs, then brings forth therewith herbage 

of various colors, then it withers so that you see it becoming yellow, then He 

makes it a thing crushed and broken into pieces? Most surely there is a 

reminder in this for the men of understanding” (QS. Az Zumar/39 : 21) 

 

The two verses conceives water classification as spring and river. The 

writer analyzes that  ِهُ فيِ ٱلۡۡرَۡض  might be inteded for river because it فَأسَۡكَنََّٰ

is settled in the earth. While,  ِبيِعَ فِي ٱلۡۡرَۡض  .probably means spring مَا ءٗ فسََلكََهُۥ يَنََٰ

2. Rain (الْمَطَر) 

Rain is drops of water from cloud causing livng being life in earth. It 

could be a season of the year. 

a. Al Anfal/8: 11 

ََّّإِّذَّۡ يكُمُ ِّ ََّّٱلُّۡعَاسََّيُغَش  ِّنَ َّم  َّعَليَۡكُم ِّلُ َّوَيُنَ  ِّنۡهُ َّم  مَنَة 
َ
مَاءَِّّٓأ ََّّٱلس  مَاءٓ 

ِّهَِّّ َّب ِّرَكُم طَُه  ِّ
ََّّۦلِ  َّرِّجۡزَ َّعَنكُمۡ يۡطََٰنَِّّوَيُذۡهِّبَ ِّكُمََّّۡٱلش  َّقُلوُب َٰ

َّعََلَ ِّطَ ب وَلِّيَۡۡ
ِّهَِّّ ِّتََّب قدَۡامََّوَيُثَب 

َ
  ١١َّٱلۡۡ

“When He caused calm to fall on you as a security from Him and sent 

down upon you water from the cloud that He might thereby purify you, and 

take away from you the uncleanness of the Shaitan, and that He might fortify 

your hearts and steady (your) footsteps thereby” (QS. al Anfal/8: 11) 
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b. al Hijr/15: 22 

رسَۡلۡنَا
َ
ِّيََٰحَََّّوَأ نزَلۡۡاََّمِّنَََّّٱلر 

َ
َٰقِّحََّفأَ مَاءَِّّٓلَوَ نتُمَّۡلََََُّّٱلس 

َ
سۡقَيۡنََٰكُمُوهَُّوَمَآَّأ

َ
َّفَأ َّۥمَاءٓ 

ِّخََٰزِّنِّيََّۡ   ٢٢ب
“And We send the winds fertilizing, then send down water from the 

cloud so We give it to you to drink of, nor is it you who store it up” (QS. Al 

Hijr/15: 22) 

 

c. al Furqan/25: 48 

ِّيََّّٓوَهُوََّ رسَۡلَََّّٱلَّ 
َ
ِّيََٰحََّأ َّيدََيَّۡرحََۡۡتِّهََِّّّٱلر  اَّۢبَيَۡۡ َّبشَُۡ نزَلۡۡاََّمِّنَََّّٗۦۚ

َ
مَاءَِّّٓوَأ َّمَََّّٱلس  اءٓ 

اَّ   ٤٨طَهُور 
“And He it is Who sends the winds as good news before His mercy; 

and We send down pure water from the cloud” (QS. al Furqan/25: 48) 

 

d. an Naba’/78: 14 

نزَلۡۡاَ
َ
رََٰتَِّّمِّنَََّّوَأ اََّّٱلمُۡعۡصِّ َّثََ اج    ١٤مَاءٓ 

“And We send down from the clouds water pouring forth abundantly” 

(QS. an Naba’/78: 14) 

 

3. Cum/Nuthfah (َالنُّطْفة) 

Cum/nuthfah is a sex cell produced by a man and woman or male and 

female animal. 

a. an Nur/24: 45) 

َُّ َّبَطۡنِّهََِّّّوَٱلل  َٰ َّعََلَ نَّيَمۡشَِّ اءٖٓ َّفَمِّنۡهُمَّم  ِّنَّم  َّم  َّدَآب ةٖ َّكُ  نََّّۦخَلقََ وَمِّنۡهُمَّم 
رۡبَعٖ َّيَُۡلقَُُّ

َ
َّأ َّعََلَ  نَّيَمۡشَِّ َّوَمِّنۡهُمَّم  َّرِّجۡلَيِّۡۡ َٰ

َّعََلَ َُّيَمۡشَِّ ََّّۚٗٱلل  َّمَاَّيشََاءُٓ َََّّإِّن  َّٱلل 
يرَّٞ ءَّٖقدَِّ َّشََۡ ِّ

َّكُ  َٰ   ٤٥عََلَ
“And Allah has created from water every living creature: so of them 

is that which walks upon its belly, and of them is that which walks upon two 
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feet, and of them is that which walks upon four; Allah creates what He 

pleases; surely Allah has power over all things” (QS. an Nur/24: 45) 

 

b. Al Furqan/25: 54 

ِّيَّوَهُوََّ اَّفَجَعَلَهََُّّٱلمَۡاءَِّّٓخَلقَََّمِّنَََّّٱلَّ  اََّّۥبشََ  ير  اهَّوَكََنََّرَبُّكََّقدَِّ هۡر  اَّوَصِّ نسََب 
٥٤  

“And He it is Who has created man from the water, then He has made 

for him blood relationship and marriage relationship, and your Lord is 

powerful” (QS. Al Furqan/25: 54) 

 

c. As Sajdah/32: 8 

هِّيََّّٖۡۥجَعَلََّنسَۡلَهََُّّثُم َّ اءَّٖٓم  ِّنَّم  ةَّٖم 
  ٨مِّنَّسُلََٰلَ

“Then He made his progeny of an extract, of water held in light 

estimation” (QS. As Sajdah/32: 8) 

 

4. The Quran (الْقرُْآن) 

The Quran is the saying of Allah Almighty sent down to Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) opened by al Fatihah and ended by al Nass. Water is 

said as the Quran since God equates between water as life for human soul and 

the Quran as life for human heart. 

a. Ar Ra’du/13: 17 

نزَلََّ
َ
مَاءَِّّٓمِّنَََّّأ ِّقَدَرِّهَاَّفَََّّٱلس  وۡدِّيةََُّۢب

َ
َّفَسَالتََّۡأ يۡلََُّّٱحۡتَمَلََّمَاءٓ  ابِّي ََّّٱلس  اَّر  َّۖۡزَبَد  ا
َّ َّفِِّ َّعَلَيۡهِّ َّيوُقِّدُونَ ا ِّغَاءَََّّٓٱلۡ ارَِّّوَمِّم  ِّثۡلهََُُّّٱبتۡ َّم  َّزَبَدٞ َّمَتََٰعٖ وۡ

َ
َّأ ليَۡةٍ َّٗۥَّۚحِّ

َُّكَذََٰلِّكَيَضِِّۡبَُّ َّۚٗوَََّّٱلَۡۡق ََّّٱلل  لَ ََّّٱلبََٰۡطِّ
َ
افَأ بَدََُّّم  اَّمَاَّينَفَعََُّّٱلز  م 

َ
َّۖۡوَأ فَيَذۡهَبَُّجُفَاءٓ 

ََّّٱلۡ اسََّ رۡضِّ َّفَيَمۡكُثَُّفِِّ
َ
ِّكََّيضَِِّۡبََُّّٱلۡۡ َُّكَذََٰل مۡثَالَََّّٱلل 

َ
  ١٧َّٱلۡۡ

“He sends down water from the cloud, then watercourses flow (with 

water) according to their measure, and the torrent bears along the swelling 

foam, and from what they melt in the fire for the sake of making ornaments 

or apparatus arises a scum like it; thus does Allah compare truth and 
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falsehood; then as for the scum, it passes away as a worthless thing; and as 

for that which profits the people, it tarries in the earth; thus does Allah set 

forth parables” (QS. Ar Ra’du/13: 17) 

 

5. A Lot of Treasure (المَال الْكثير) 

Treasure is very valuable things, ussually in the form of a store of 

precious metals, precious stone, or money.  ًا ء هُم مَّ  in QS. al Jinn/72: 16 لَۡسَۡقيَۡنََٰ

means that we give you a lot of treasure. 

a. Al Jinn/72: 16 

وَِّّ
ل 
َ
ََّّْوَأ ََّّٱسۡتَقََٰمُوا رِّيقَةَِّّعََلَ اََّّٱلط  اءًَّٓغَدَق  سۡقَيۡنََٰهُمَّم 

َ
  ١٦لَۡ

“And that if they should keep to the (right) way, We would certainly 

give them to drink of abundant water” (QS. Al Jinn/72: 16) 

 

D. Interpretation of Word Water (ماء)  in the Quran as Basic Material of Human 

Creation 

The Quran mentions water as basic marerial of human creation for 5 times, 

that is QS. Al Anbiya;/21: 30, QS. An Nur/24: 45, QS. Al Furqan/22:54, QS. As 

Sajdah/32: 8, QS. Al Mursalat/77: 20, and QS. Ath Thariq/86: 6. The writter 

concludes it based on the data in Fath al Rahman that a number of those verses 

talks about water as basic material of human creation. 

1. The Clay Role  

Verses contrast in the Quran about basic material of human creation is 

main discussion of this researh. As the writer told before, some of the Quran 

verses mention that human is created from clay or soil and some others from 

water. The difference of word utilization have to be interpreted corresponding 

to exact meaning of the verses. The verses mentioned that soil as basic material 
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are like. QS. Shaad/38: 71, QS. al An’am/6: 2, QS. al Mu’minun/23: 12, al 

Hijrr/15: 26 QS. ar Rahman/55: 14, QS. Maryam/19: 67, and QS. as Sajdah/32: 

7.  

Allah Almighty told the angles before Prophet Adam (PBUH) creation 

that He will create a human from shaped dry clay.61 It indicates that clay role 

in human creation could not be said uninvolved. Some the Quran verses above 

states the essencial role of clay. Clay has material needed by life continuity. It 

contains much atom or metal (alloy) material and metalloid assisting process 

of chemistry and bio-chemistry reaction to shape complex organic molecules.62 

In his exegesis book, al Maraghi says that composition of water is 

mixed with soil (clay).63 Soil consists of several elements, that is water (25 %) 

beside mineral (45 %), organic stuff (5 %), and air (25 %). Water has dynamic 

pecentage and changeable placing in soil pores. Only when water composition 

is plentiful, the air in soil is getting low and either does the opposite. Water 

existance in soil is an effect of its ability in absorbing it through mechanism of 

cohesi, adhesion, and gravity.64   

The saying “ ٖسۡنوُن نۡ حَمَإٖ مَّ لٖ م ِ  clay that gives forth sound, of black) ”صَلۡصََٰ

mud fashioned in shape) in QS. al Hijr/15: 26 informs involvement of water 

molecules (H2O) when process of molecules shaping to support life. As 

everyone knows that water is a medium of chemistry and bio-chemistry 

                                                           
61 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 23, p. 237  
62 Lajnah Pentashihan Mushaf al Quran, Tafsir Ilmi: Penciptaan Manusia dalam Perspektif 

Al Quran dan Sains, (Jakarta: Badan Litbang & Diklat Kementrian Agama RI, 2016), p. 16   
63 Ahmad Musthafa al Maraghi, op.cit., v. 18, p. 208 
64 Ken Pandu Negara, “4 Komponen Penyusun Tanah dan Penjelasannya”,  p. 1, accessed 

on July 29 2018 from http://www.ebiologi.net/2016/03/komponen-penyusun-tanah.html 
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reaction process in order creating new molecule. Word “ ٖسۡنوُن  implies that ”مَّ

bio-chemistry reaction occuring in the watery medium had been organic 

molecule with certain arrangement and shape, like amino acid and neuklotide. 

ارِ  لٖ كَٱلۡفخََّ  dry clay like earthen vessels” (QS. ar Rahman/55: 14)“ صَلۡصََٰ

means the occurance of polimerization process in which the extension of 

molecules chains reaction from amino acid to protein (from nucleotides to 

polinucleotides) including Ribonucleic Acid molecules (RNA) and 

Desoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA). It is a material of compiler structure of living 

being genes. DNA and RNA is known as genetic material existed almost in 

every living being.65 

Briefly, clay aids water in process of molecules creation. It means that 

living being is started their life as a molecule mediated by water and clay. 

Afterward, the living being could grow in earth including human. The structure 

of living being is determined by water availability. Therefore, clay and water 

could not be separated in process of human creation.  

2. The Difference in Adam Creation  

Human creation between Prophet Adam (PBUH) and other human in 

general is different. Human is created through process of God involvement and 

their parent (mother and father) except Prophet Adam (PBUH). Mother and 

father which is involved affects physical and psychic of child. Meanwhile, 

there is no others involvement in Prophet Adam (PBUH) creation including 

                                                           
65 Achmad Baiquni, al Quran dan Ilmu Pengetahuan Kealaman, (Jakarta: Dana Bhakti 

Primayasa, 1996), p. 185 - 202 
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mother and father. Therefore, ulama states in this context that first material of 

human creation is soil.66 

In the beginning, human is directly created from soil. Then, they live 

by consuming the plants crops and earth produces which comes from soil as 

well as eating herbivore animals which is religiously legal. As we know, the 

grass eaten by that animal is derived from soil composition. Consequently, 

there is a similarity between chemistry composition in human body and soil. 

Human body is mainly consisted of water element (54 % - 70 %) added with 

fat content (14 % - 26 %), protein (11 % - 17 %), carbohydrate (1 %), and a 

number of non organic composition (5 % - 6 %). Other similarities is main 

consentration in oxygen and hydrogen comes from water earth. Carbon is 

sourced from carbon dioxide filtered by green plants from the air during light 

assimilation process. Nitrogen is sourced from layer of  natural gas and protein 

eaten by human. As other elements, protein is also from soil. 67 

Moreover, skin color of human is influenced by basic color of earth 

rocks and soil types caused by smelting process, as narrated in hadith: 

حدثنا محمد بن بشار حدثنا يحيى بن سعيد وابن أبي عدي ومحمد بن جعفر 
وعبد الوهاب قالوا حدثنا عوف بن أبي جميلة الأعرابي عن قسامة بن زهير عن أبي 
موسى الأشعري قال قال رسول الله صلى الله عليه وسلم إن الله تعالى خلق آدم من 

آدم على قدر الأرض فجاء منهم الأحمر قبضة قبضها من جميع الأرض فجاء بنو 
 والأبيض والأسود وبين ذلك والسهل والحزن والخبيث والطيب

                                                           
66 M. Quraish Shihab, Wawasan al Quran: Tafsir Maudhu’i atas Pelbagai Persoalan Umat, 

(Bandung: Mizan, 1997), p. 281 
67 Zaghlul an Najar, Sain dalam Hadis: Mengungkap Fakta Ilmiah dari Kemukjizatan 

Hadis Nabi, Trans. Zainal Abidin and Friend, (Jakarta: Amzah, 2011), p. 326 - 334 
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“Muhammad bin Basyar told us, that Yahya bin Said, Ibnu Abu Adi, 

Muhammad bin Ja’far, and Abdul Wahab told us, they said that Auf bin Abu 

Jamilah Al Arabi told us, from Qasamah bin Zuhair, from Abu Musa al Asy’ari, 

that he said: Rasulullah (PBUH) said, “indeed Allah Almighty created Adam 

from handful of (soil) He holds from all over the world. So granchild of Adam 

comes (created) in accordance with earth measure (qadr). Among them, there 

is red, white, and black skin created, or among all of it. Among them, there is 

a gentle, severe, and good or bad attitude. (Narrated by at Tirmidzi no. 2955)68 

 

This hadith describes variety of human, creeping animal, cattle, and 

fruit skin color based on the soil color on earth surface caused by weather 

changes and earth stone corrosion which have various color, like white, red, 

and black, according to its variety color level. It means that living being 

structure depends on the soil structure it is created. Grandchild of Adam has 

more variety of structure since the measure (qadr) of earth.  

 

                                                           
68 Muhammad Nashir al Din al Albani, Shahih wa Dha’if Sunan at Tirmidzi, (Alexandria: 

Markaz Nur al Islam li Abhatsi al Quran wa al Hadits, w.yp), v. 6, p. 455 


