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CHAPTER 1  

INTRODUCTION 

  

A. Background of the Problem 

Speaking is a crucial part of language skills that should be developed in 

process of English language learning. It causes language is a medium to 

communicate with people. By speaking, students can get information and 

increase their knowledge through the interaction with other people orally. 

Students can also interact and deliver messages to each other in their daily 

activity.  

Speaking is very important to help the students to learn English, 

although some of the students think that English is a very difficult subject. 

By mastering speaking, the students can achieve the purpose of speaking. It 

means the students are hoped to be able to speak English in order to be able to 

communicate with the teacher, their friends, and the other.   

In developing students’ speaking skills, the teacher should be a guide 

for students in transferring the materials of the lesson in teaching 

speaking. The teacher as a mediator that should invites students to speak 

English in the class. It is not only for some students, but also it is all of 

students. Teacher should give opportunities for students to speak, give 

opinions, and develop their ideas. Through speaking, the teacher can convey 

the lesson and the students can expand their knowledge. The students can 

convey what they do not understand about the lesson. That is why the 

speaking skill is really needed in teaching and learning English. 
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According to Richard (2008:19), the mastery of speaking skills in 

English is a priority for many second languages or foreign language learners. 

Consequently, learners often evaluate their success in language learning as 

well as the effectiveness of their English course on the basis of how much 

they feel they have improved in their spoken language proficiency. 

In speaking class, if the students do not have competence to speak in 

English, they will get difficulties to express their ideas in classroom activities 

and achieve the goal of teaching learning English. As stated by Brown and 

Yule (1983:25), learning to talk in the foreign language, is often considered to 

be one of the most difficult aspects of language learning for the teacher to 

help the students with. Thus, it is hoped that students can speak English, 

produce good pronunciation, and choose appropriate vocabulary and 

grammatical. So the students are able to communicate with their classmates 

and teacher. 

In order to accomplish students' needs toward speaking, School- Based 

Curriculum (KTSP) provides speaking as one of the skills in mastery English 

that must be taught and learned in junior high school. SMPN 4 Batang Kapas 

is one of the schools that also uses School Based Curriculum (KTSP) as their 

guidance in teaching-learning process. In this school, the basic competence 

stated in the syllabus of SMPN 4 Batang Kapas for the first year should be 

able to speak various kinds of the texts and expression. English has been 

taught since the first year of English teaching period. English is taught twice a 

week with a  time duration of about 40 minutes for one lesson hour.  
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Based on the content standard for grade VIII of Junior High School, we 

can see that there are several basic expressions that has been taught in this 

grade competence that students must achieve. Among many kinds of 

expression, one is being taught in Class VIII of Junior High School level in 

the first semester is Expression of Opinions.  

Based on the fact that the writer sees on the field, it is found out that in 

the teaching process. This problem happened in SMPN 4 Batang Kapas and 

then also the interview with one of the English teacher who teaches at Junior 

High School 4 Batang Kapas. Most of them get the low score in the daily 

examination. We still find most of the students still have low achievement in 

speaking. If we talk about students' speaking ability, students at Junior High 

School 4 Batang  Kapas exactly at VIII class could be said low capacity and it 

was hope there an effort to increase their capacity. 

These problems have been proven by the value average of their 

speaking test at first semester. It can be seen from the scores in the table 

below: 

Table 1.1 

The Mean Score of Students’ Speaking Test Class VIII 

 (Preliminary Observation) 

 

Number of 

Speaking 

Mean score of speaking components 
Mean score 

P G V F C 

28 56 378 336 218 368 48 

Ideal Score 4 36 24 12 23 99 

Source: From English teacher at Junior High School 4 Batang Kapas 

Based on the data above, the table showed that students’ English score 

was still is still low and far from the minimal criterion completeness (KKM) 



4 

 

 

in speaking ability at class VIII of Junior High School 4 Batang Kapas. The 

minimal criterion completeness that must be gotten by each student is 75. In 

fact, the result was not satisfied yet. The result above was indicated that the 

students’ have low capability in English. So, the teacher needs help in 

teaching speaking. 

Based on the writer's interview with the English teacher in Junior High 

School and researcher’s experience while observing there. There are many 

problems that researcher finds in teaching speaking faced by students. It can 

be seen from the following phenomenon. The first, the students are still low 

capability in vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar, so they are so difficult 

to speak. When they want to try speaking, they are confused because they do 

not know vocabulary, how to pronounce the words and how about the 

grammar of sentences that they want to say.  

The second, the students are not enthusiastic in learning English 

because they think that English is a difficult subject to learn. It causes how to 

reading English is different than reading Indonesian language.  

The third, students shy to speak in front of class, because they are afraid 

that their friends will laugh at them if they do mistakes in speaking because 

they are lack of speaking skills. So, they are not brave to carry out 

conversation, share their ideas, opinion or comment.  

After researcher has done observation students English competency, the 

researcher finds that the achievement of students in English is still not better. 

Based on the problem that found from student’s problem in speaking, the 
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researcher would like to help teacher to use a technique to improve the 

students’ ability in speaking, it is necessary for language teacher to foster 

speaking skill on their students, it needs an appropriate technique to be used 

as a solution in teaching and learning process.  

Every ELT (English Language Teaching) method or technique with its 

specific emphasis has been developed to meet students' different needs or 

interests. The Inside outside circle for example able to impart and interchange

 their thoughts,  ideas,   or  information includes speaking, listening, reading, 

and writing (Kagan, 2009: 149).  

The teacher needs to look for the solution. The teacher can be used 

Inside- Outside Circle to student's achievement in speaking. The Inside-

outside circle is an activity in the classroom belongs to cooperative learning. 

Cooperative learning was considered to be the appropriate teaching 

technique. There are many techniques belong to the cooperative learning. One 

of them is inside-outside circle (Sulung, 2015: 2). 

Inside-outside circle is group learning activity organized in such a way 

that learning is based on the socially structured change of information 

between learners in group in which each learner is held accountable for his or 

her own learning and is motivated to increase the learning in the class, 

students stand in two straight lines facing each other (Huda, 2011 in Wijaya, 

2017: 117). 

Usually, inside-outside circle is used to smooth the process of 

practicing dialogue between students, which helps community building at the 
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beginning of term. It is an effective technique for introducing movement and 

variety into a lesson (Wahyuni, 2013: 21) 

According to Kagan (2009), inside-outside circle is group learning in 

the class, students stand in two straight lines facing each other. One line 

rotates, and the other remains in place. Rotating students rotate to a new 

partner and rotate to the back of their line when they pass the last student in 

the fixed line. It can be concluded that inside- outside circle is group learning 

activity organized in such a way that learning is based on the socially 

structured change of information between learners in group, which is the 

group is rotating students rotate to a new partner. 

It means inside outside circle is the technique learning in the class as 

they rotate to each partner or different partner to be checking to understand, 

reviewing, processing, and practicing the students this strategy will give 

students an opportunity to change knowledge with different partner. English 

teacher must have strategy to teach speaking effectively in the classroom. It is 

used to make the students know their knowledge and capability in speaking 

(Wijaya, 2017: 117). 

Related to the phenomenon, the researcher interested to offering one 

teaching technique for English teaching with inside-outside technique at 

Junior High School 4 Batang Kapas, in order to know whether this technique 

gives significant effect toward student’s speaking ability. The consideration 

of choosing this school to be the researcher place because there has never 

been any researcher about this technique conducted there and this topic is 
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essential to be discussed because inside-outside circle technique is expected 

to improve students’ ability in speaking. Then the researcher proposes to 

conduct a research with the title“ The Effect of Inside Outside Circle 

Technique towards Students’ Speaking Ability at Class VIII Of State 

Junior High School 4 Batang Kapas”. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the observation, there are some problems that find in teaching 

and learning process of English in State Junior High School 4 Batang Kapas 

at class VIII, they are identified as follow: 

The first, the students are still low capability in grammar, vocabulary, 

and pronunciation, so they are so difficult to speak. When they want to try 

speaking, they are confused because they do not know vocabulary, how to 

pronounce the words and how about the grammar of sentences that they want 

to say. 

The second, the students are not enthusiastic in learning English 

because they think that English is a difficult subject to learn. It causes how to 

reading English is different than reading Indonesian language.  

The third, students shy to speak in front of class, because they are afraid 

that their friends will laugh at them if they do mistakes in speaking, because 

they are lack of speaking skills. So, they are not brave to carry out 

conversation, share their ideas, opinion or comment. 
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C. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems above, it is possible for the 

researcher to solve the problems related to the students’ speaking skill. This 

research will focus on the effect of Inside Outside Circle technique towards 

students’ speaking ability at class VIII of State Junior High School 4 Batang 

Kapas. 

 

D. Formulation of the Problem 

 

Based on the limitation of the problem above, the problem of the 

research is formulated as follows: Is there any difference of students speaking 

ability between those who are taught by using Inside Outside Circle technique 

and those who are taught by using conventional technique at Junior High 

School 4 Batang Kapas? 

 

E. Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this research is to find out the differences of students 

speaking ability between those who are taught by using Inside Outside Circle 

technique and those who are taught by using conventional technique.  

 

F. Significant of the Study 

The writer hopes this research is expected to give advantages and 

solution to the teacher and students in teaching and learning English. 

Therefore teacher can reduce the difficulties of teaching English and can 
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encourage students to speak English in the classroom. The implementation of 

this technique is expected to reduce their difficulties in learning English 

especially when they want to express their thought and ideas by using spoken 

English. 

 

G. Definition of key terms  

In order to avoid misunderstanding of the key terms, researcher defines 

them as follows: 

1. According to Kagan (2009 : 159) inside-outside circle is group learning 

in the class, students stand in two straight lines facing each other. One 

line rotates and the other remains in place. Rotating students rotate to a 

new partner and rotate to the back of their line when they pass the last 

student in the fixed line. It can be concluded that inside-outside circle is 

group learning activity organized in such a way that learning is based on 

the socially structured change of information between learners in group, 

which is the group is rotating students rotate to a new partner.  

2. Speaking is a proficiency in using the language orally (Thornbury, 2006: 

208). It is generally thought to be the most important of the four skills. 

The ability to speak a second language is often equated with proficiency 

in the language.  

3. Skill is an acquired ability to perform an activity well, usually one that is 

made up of a number of coordinated processes and actions. Many aspects 

of language learning are traditionally regarded as the learning of skills, 

such as learning to speak or read fluently. 


